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To a Gentleman Diſſenting from the 


cHURCE of ENGLAND, 


WHEREIN 


The Deſign of the Second (which was to refute the 
I great and popular Objections of Diſſenters a- 
giainſt Communion with the Church of England, 

and to reflect them back upon themſelves) is 
farther purſued, and completed. 


To which is added 


An APPENDIX, 


Containing ſome ConsIDERATIONS on the Lawfulneſs, 
Expediency, and Neceſſity of requiring all who are to be 
admitted to the Miniſtry, or to any Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ment in the Church of England, or to be Preachers or 
Teachers in any Diſſenting Congregations to ſubſcribe the 
Articles of Faith and Religion; and ſetting forth the In- 
conſiſtencies between the notorious Prafiices of Diſſenters, 
and the avowed Principles of mo of them touching that 
Matter. 


By e „ B D. 
Sometime Fellow of St. John s College, Cambridge. 
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- Fhe THIRD „ 
L E T me 
CONCERNING 


The * Pleas of DissENT ERS. 


SIR, 


HEN I was making an End of my for- 
mer Letter to you, I let you know, you 
was to look for a third Addreſs ; and 
I am now ſitting down, to acquit myſelf of my 
Promiſe, or Menace, ſhall I call it. For I can eaſily 
believe, I have already ſufficiently exerciſed your 
Patience with my two former Letters, which were, 
indeed, extended to a Length I did not foreſee ar 
the Beginning of them, not imagining, then, I 


ſhould have had fo much to ſay to you, as, after- 


wards, when my Mind was a little warmed with 
thinking, I found I had. But, now, I will endea- 
vour to be ſhorter, proportioning the Load I am 
impoſing upon you, to that Meaſure of Patience, 
which I can hope you have yet et to bear it. 
Doubtleſs, you remember, that, towards the 
Concluſion of my former Letter, I was vindicating 
the Practice of the Church of England in kneeling at 
the Lord's Table, and retorting the Charge of Im- 
poſition, which you bring againſt it, on that Ac- 


count; from whence Occaſion was taken for ſome 


Natural Reflections upon the general Practice of your 
Congregations, in the cooidance of aneeling, and al- 


ways chuſing to and 3 at your Common. Prayer. _ 
I now 
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I now directly proceed to another of our Impoſitions, 
as you are pleaſed to call them, to wit, the Sign of 
the Croſs at Baptiſm, which you complain as grie- 
- vouſly of, and as immeaſurably decry, as the fore- 
mentioned; Firſt, merely as a Ceremony, which 
the Church (you ſay) has no Authority to ordain; 
but more, Secondly, as a Siguiſicant, or (as your 
Writers almoſt always affect to ſpeak, becauſe, I 
ſuppoſe, it is a harder Word, and has a Termina- 
tion which is ready to fright the common People) a 
Symbolical one, whereby, (it ſeems) it becomes a 
Sacrament of our own Inſtitution : And by taking 
thus upon us to inſtitute Sacraments, we invade, as 
tis pretended, the Prerogative of Chriſt, whoſe 
alone it is to ordain Sacraments in his Church. 
This, Sir, is the Charge; and being ſo heavy, it 

ought, ſurely, to be ſupported with the cleareſt 
Evidence; 3 whereas, in my Opinion, it may be, 
with the cleareſt Evidence, refuted. 

Here, let it be obſerved, as a Preliminary, that 
the Queſtion is not about an inconvenient and cum- 
berſome Multitude of Ceremonies, ſuch as all the 
Offices of the Church of Rome are perfectly covered 
with, (for that, on all hands, 1s agreed to be juſtly 
offenſive) but only about the Power of the Church 
to decree 4 Ceremony, or, if you pleaſe, two or 
three, ſuppoſing them always to be ſuch as will be- 
come the Dignity and Majeſty of God's Worſhip, 
And to ſhew you, it has ſuch a Right, I will only 
aſk this Queſtion, The holy Riß, as St. Paul calls 
it, or the Kiſs of Charity, as it is called by St. Peter, 
uſed in the Primitive Apoſtolic Church, 1n the Ce- 
lebration of the Lord's Supper, was that a Rite of 
Divine Appointment, or was it not ? If you fay, of 
Divine Appointment, I deſire to know, by what 
Authority you and wwe both have laid it aſide. If 
we have Authority to lay aſide a Ceremony of Di- 
Une 
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wine Appointment and Ordination, we have, cer- 


tainly, Authority (for that, ſurely, is the leſs) to 


ordain one of our own. But if you ſhall ſay (which, 
probably, is the Truth of the Caſe) ot of Divine 
_ Appointment, but only ordained by the Apoſtles, 
without any Precept from the Lord, or any parti- 
cular Direction from the Holy Spirit, a merely 
Eccleſiaſtical, prudential Inſtitution, is not this ſay- 
ing, it was ordained by the Church? And ſince the 
Church, as a Church, or not conſidered under the 
immediate and extraordinary Guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, has the ſame Power and Authority in all 
Ages, the Apoſtolic no greater than the Preſent, I 
can't ſee, why it ſhould be thought a more un- 
warrantable Thing, in the preſent Church, to in- 
join the Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in the Admi- 
niſtration of oe Sacrament, than it was, in the 
Apoſtolic, to ordain the K of Charity, in the Ce- 
lebration of the other. 

The Rite or Ceremony juſt now mentioned, as 
ordained by the Apoſtles, and fome other Rites 
which we find mention of in the facred Writings, as 
uſed in the Aſſemblies of the firſt Chriſtians, were all, 
plainly, ſignificant: And ſuch were always the moſt 
approved of in the Primitive Church, as they are, 
now, in the reformed Churches. The French Church, 
in particular, approved of ſignificant Ceremonies; 
and Calvin appears, in divers Parts of his Writings, 
to be entirely in the ſame Sentiments. He, indeed, 
is ſo far from making the Significancy of a Cere- 
mony any juſt Prejudice againſt, or Objection to it, 
that he rather requires it, as a neceſſary Condition 
of its being Lawfully appointed. The Church of 
Rome, in the abundance of its Ceremonies, has 
ſome that are really ſignificant, and ſome that are 
met. Which of theſe, "think you, Sir, are the moſt 
exceptionable or defenſible? Whethe for inſtance) 
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the Prieſt's /miting bis Breaſt, when he ſays, in the 
Confeſſion of his Sin, mea culpa, the Significancy 
of which is plain and ſolemn, or his keeping His 
fore Fingers cloſe to bis Thumbs, untill he has waſh- 


ed them, and his farting, as if he was ſuddenly 


waked out of Sleep, when, after ſome ſecret Orai- 
ſons, he cries out aloud, iz omnia Sæcula Seculorum, 


Cercmonies theſe, without any Sigaificancy at all, 
at leaſt, any that is obvious, and which a Man, 


alter gueſſing a thouſand Times, and without the 
Help of their R:tualiffs or Rationalifts (as, belike, 
they are called) would never be able to find out, and 
really are good for nothing, but to dazzie the Eyes, 
and perplex the Minds of tne Worſhippers. In my 
Way of thinking, an zz/gnificant Ceremony differs 
little or nothing from an 7mpertizent one; but when 
it has a real Significancy and Meaning, and that 
Meaning is not only Natural and Obvious, but alſo 
Important enough to find a Place in the Office 
wherein it is uſed, and pertinently inculcated there- 
in, it then becomes Iſtructive, ſerving to put us 
in Mind of Studying to attain ſome Grace, or to 

ractice ſome Chriſtian Duty. True, ſay you; this 
is the very Thing that we diſlike the Sign of the 
Croſs for, as it makes it a human Sacrament, 
But I beg your Pardon, Sir, for that, unleſs you 


can ſhew, that we uſe it, not only as a Remem- 


brauce or Hint, or a Declarative Sign, to others, 
of that Grace of Chriſtian Fortitude, in openly 


Profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt crucified, which all 


: Chriſtians are obliged to, but as a Means alſo 
wiereby that Grace is conveyed, by the Spirit of 
God, into the Soul, or as a Pledge and Earneſt to 


aſſure us, that it ſhall be, the Sign being. duly re- 


ceived, conveyed into it. 
Nor are theſe Arguments of yours againſt the 
Sign of the Croſs, and all other Ceremonics, more 


caſily 


n 
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eaſily refuted than retorted. You are not, me- 
thinks, very conſiſtent with yourſelves, in condemn- 


ing /o much and raiſing ſuch Oppoſition to this Ce- 


O bo . - . * 
remony, while nothing is ſaid againſt ſome others. 


J have ſometimes wondered, how the Ceremony of 
caſting Farth upon the Body in the Burial of the 
Dead has eſcaped your Cenſure. There is no ſuch 


Thing as a Ceremony in our Church, or in any 


Church whatever, if that is not one, and a Sym- 
bolical one too: Yet I dont remember ever to have 
met with any Objection to it, in any one of your 
Writers. And as to your People, they are, ge- 
nerally, (Pm perſuaded) fo far from being diſpleaſed, 
that they are rather pleaſed with it. And this, I 
think, I have plainly obſerved of many of them, 
when at the Burial of their Dead, where the throw- 
ing of Earth to Earth, Aſhes to Aſhes, Duſt to 
Duſt has appeared to me to move and affect them 


jn a ſenſible Manner, and to have miniſtred to them 


a pleaſing Occaſion for Reflections upon our 
Mortality. Then, there are the Ceremonies in 
in Marriage. I ſhall not need to name, or count 
them up to you, ?* Tis very well known, what they 
are, and that there are more in this Office than in 
any other; Yet, neither do your Writers, now a- 
days, complain of them, nor any of your People, 
as far as I hear, ſtumble at them; and whether th 


do, in their Judgments, approve of them, or whe- 


ther they do mot, yet, being determined to go 
through with them, they ſeem to think it adviſe- 
able (as it is, to be ſure, the wiſeſt Part) not to ſay 
a Syllable againſt them. Perhaps, you will fay, you 


ſubmit to them as Civil Ceremonies ; and indeed, 


I am inclined to think, that you do now, comply, 


generally, with them, as ſuch. And this Reaſon of 


your ſo ready compliance with them Mr, Peirce 
* Yindic. of Difenters, Part III. c. g. 


gives 
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Ceremonies of the Church ? He n 
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gives us. The Rites and Ceremonies of Marriage 
(lays he) wwe judge, are purely Civil; and ſo, lis 
the Magiſtrate's Part to appoint them. — Let the 
Magiſtrate preſcribe whatever civil and decent Rites 
be will, to teſtiſy and declare the Marriage, Sub— 


jets are bound to comply with them, The Magi- 


{trate preſcribe! For God's Sake, Sir, how does 
the Magiſtrate, here, preſcribe the Rites and Cere- 
monies of Marriage, more than the other Rites __ 


ſcribes them, than as the Book of Ch Projer, | 
and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and other Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church of England are autho- 
rized by Act of Parliament; in which way, all the 
Ceremonies of the Church of Zxgland are preſcribed 
by him. And if that will make thoſe of the one 
Sort to be civil Rites, and to be, therefore, com- 
plied Wilts why ſhould it not make the other to 
be ſuch ? I wiſh the Hearts of theſe Gentlemen 
would ſerve them to be as willing to comply with 
the other Rites, Ceremonies, and Conſtitutions of 
the Church, upon juſt and true Principles, as they are 
willing and i ingenious to frame to themſelves erro- 
neous ones, to reconcile their Minds to theſe, which 
they find it convenient to ſubmit to. The older Non- 
conformiſts had other, and, in my Opinion, tru- 
cr Conceptions of theſe Matters, conſidering; 
them as Rites and Ceremonies Eccleſiaſtical, and 
conſtantly oppoſing them, as ſuch. And had we 


gone about to bear them in hand, they were only 
E zvil, and preſcribed by the Magiſtrate which for 


that Reaſon no one need ſcruple, I dare ſay, we 
ſhould have been long enough before we could have 


brought hem into thoſe Sentiments. What! 
& civil Ceremonies (they would doubtleſs have ſaid) 


de in the Church of God, in the Midſt of the Ad- 
& miniſtration of a Divine Inſtitution and Holy 
« Ordinance, 
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* Ordinance, intermixt with Paſtoral Exhortations, 
Holy Prayers, and Solemn Benedictions, ſtrongly 
©« ſignificant and expreſſive of ſome Religious 
85 Truths or Duties, which the contracting Parties 
are then recognizing, or binding themſelves to, 
« and appointed, becauſe ſo expreſſive of thoſe 
“ Truths or Duties.” I'll venture to fay, theſe 
Things would have appeared to them, as I own they 
do to me, ſomewhat incomprehenſible. 

If you are thus inconſiſtent with yourſelves in 
condemning ſome of our Ceremonies, while you 
have nothing to fay againſt, and quietly ſubmit to 
others, you are ſtill more inconſiſtent, in condemn- 
ing them, when, at the ſame Time, you have divers: 
Ceremonies of your own. For ſuch you really have, 
tho? you ſeem not to know it. I will point them 
out, therefore, to your Obſervation. Few of 
you, I ſuppoſe, at this Time of Day, have any 
Scruples about uncovering your Heads, whenever 
you enter either our Churches, or your own Meet- 
ings. * But is not this a Ceremony? I am ſure ® Cal- 
din confidered it as ſuch. And, indeed, bowrng the 
Head at the Name of Jeſus is not more a Cere- 
mony, than ancoucring it, at entring the Place of 
Divine Worſhip, nor, to my Apprehenſion, more 
exceptionable. And have you no Ceremonies in 
Ordination? Such of your Miniſters as do receive Or- 
dination by Impoſition of Hands, do, I preſume, re- 
ceive it kneeling, (at leaſt, I have heard of ſome that 
have) to ſignify and cxpreſs that Humility, Subjection, 
and Lowlineſs of Heart, with which they receive the 
Gift of the Preſbyterate, then about to be conter*d 
upon them, the Ordainer, as in the French Church, 
laying his Hands on, ſtanding. And if this be done, 
as In that Church it is profejjed to be done, to ſignify, 
that he acts herein in the Name and by the Authority 
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of God, here are two Ceremonies, and both as ſigni- 
hcant (ſince that is the great Fault) as the Sign of f rhe 
Croſs, or any other in our Church. — Again; in the 
Covenant between you and your Paſtors to walk to- 
gether in Chriſtian Ordinances, I alſo ſuſpect there are 
ſome Ceremonies ; but as the Way and Manner of 
ſtriking this Covenant is pretty much of a Secret, at 
leaſt to as, I can only put it to you, who may have, 
perhaps, entered into it, yourſelf, or, at leaſt, have 
| heard the Ceremonies thereof related by others, 
whether there are, or are not. This I am certain 
of, there was once a League and Covenant, with very 
ſolemn Ceremonies, as lifting up the Hands to Hea- 
ven, Which your Fathers came heartily into. And 
they were made ſo ſolemn, that they might be the 
more affecting, and a ſtronger Tie upon the Con- 

ſcience. A plain Confeſſion, by the way, that, 
in the Acts of Religion, proper Ceremonies are uſe- 
ful to ſtir up the dull Mind of Man, and make 
laſting Impreſſions upon it. 

Whenever, in any Act of 2 Worſhip, onNC 
particular Geſture is conſtantly and religiouſly ob- 
ſerved, and never allowed to be departed from, and, 
eſpecially, whenever it is obicrved by Reaſon of ſome 
peculiar Significancy therein, that Geſture, what- 
ever it be, can't be denied to be a Ceremony. By 
this Rule, you will be found to have one Cere- 
mony, at leaſt, in the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper. I will not inſiſt upon what was © taught 
at London, and, in part, praftiſed at Amſterdam, 
by ſome Independents, at the Time of their firſt 
appearing, viz. That it was requiſite for Communi- 
cants to participate in the Lord's Supper with their 
Hats on, as a Rite ſignificant of their Table honour, 
end Fellowſhip with Chriſt, but that the Miniſter 
ſhould be uncovered, in Sign of his Service to the 


© See Baylie's Diſuaſrve from the Errors, Ee. Þ- I22 
Commutit- 
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Communicants, as the Lord's much honoured Chil- 
dren ſitting covered when they ate of their Father”s 
Meat, but will confine myſelf to the Manner and 
Poſture wherein you, now, receive, Weall know, 
this is ///zing, This you obſerve. conſtantly, regu- 
larly, and univerſally, as we do kneeling, and you 
do ſo, for the Sake of a great Significancy that is in 
it, According to Calderwood, this Significancy 1s, 
our Reſt, and the entire Accompliſhment of all the 
legal Ceremonies in our Lord Chriſt ; tho', with 
what Propriety that Truth ſhould be ſigniſied and 
inculcated in his Sacrament, rather than! in that of 
Baptiſm, or indeed, in any other Office of the 
Church, I know not. According to d Mr. Cotton, 
and his New- Ezgliſþ Independents, eur Lord made 
Symbolical Uſe of it, to teach the Church their Ma- 
jority over their Miniſters in ſome Caſes, and their 
Judicial Authorily as Co-ſeſſors with him, at the laßt 
Fudgment : But theſe, I imagine, will hardly be 
allowed to be by your preſent Miniſters, the true 
Reaſons and S1ignificancies of this Ceremony 3 but 
their Notion ſeems to be, that it is z token of our 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt, and the great Privilege and 
Honour we have of Communion with him ©. 17 zs 
(ſays Mr. Bayſe) moſt fit to ſignify our partaking of 
the precious Virtue and Fruits of the Sacrifice of 
_ Chriſt, and the Honour the bleſſed God puts upon us, 
when he admits us to ſit down, as Gueſts, at ti: holy 
Table, in Token of our being received into a Static of 
Amity and Peace with him. And by this Significancy 
quoth he) that Poſture ſeems recommended 10 us, as 
moſt agreeable to the Nature of the Inſtitution. By 
this we may fee, that, if our Church has the Sign 
of the Croſs, your Churches have alſo heir Cere- 
monies, and thoſe too, no leſs ſignificant than 1978; 


d Way of the Churches in Neav-Eng land, p. 68. 
Remarks on the Biſhop of Der75's Diſcourſe, p. 117. 
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10 The third Letter concerning the 
and that, when it ſerves their Turn, the Significancy 
of a Ceremony ſhall be made its great Commen- 
dation, and that, far from a ground of its Unlaw- 
fulneſs, or a Reaſon for laying it aſide, it ſhall be 
eſteemed a very good Reaſon for obſerving i = 
But, in the Sacrament of Baptiſm itſelf, you 
have a Ceremony, and a Symbolical one too, I 
mean, giving the Chriſtian Name to the baptized 
Party. — Now, I ſee you ſmile, as if you thought 
I was going about to be zugatory, or merry, But 
I deſire you to forbear two or three Moments, and 
then if you ſee Caufe, ſmile on. For my Part, I 
would not be thought other than very ſerious in 
this Argument, which I take to be ſolid, and to 
come up to the Point TI uſe it for f. Your Chil- 
dren, Sir, as well as ours, it is well known, -have 
their Names given them in Baptiſm : Theſe are 
called the Chriſtian Names, to put them in per- 
petual Remembrance of their holy Profeſſion. And 
Names are choſen, often by us, and by you oftener, 
ſuch as ſignify ſome Privilege, or Bleſſing, ſome 
excellent Grace, or Duty of the Goſpel, You will 
eaſily recollect the Names I mean, Faith, Conſtancy, 
Patience, Charity, Praiſe God, Acceptec, and many 
more of the like Sort. Tell me, then, Sir, is not 
the giving the Chriſtian Name, and ſuch, eſpeci- 
ally, as the forementioned, an Addition to the Sa- 
crament ? Is it not, too, an Inpoſition? Is it not 
2 Ceremony? Would not you call the giving a 
Name to Bells in their Conſecration, according to 
the Order of the Church of Rome, a vile Popiſh 
Ceremony? And is not this, then, to be called, tho“ 
not a vile, yet a real Ceremony as well? And is 
not this Ceremony Signiſicant, or, if you pleaſe, 
Symbolical? And is it not a Sacrament, an outward 


f See the Caſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm among the London 
Caſes, p. 31. 
07974 
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Sign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace? As much a 
Sacrament, Sir, as much an outward Sign of an in- 
ward and Piritual Grace, as the Croſs can be pre- 
tended to be. If there be any Difference, it ſhould 
rather ſeem to be more ſo, becauſe that 1s given, 
with #5, and, I ſuppoſe alſo, with you, in the very 
AF of Baptiling, while the other is made after it 
15 over, And it a Man of a working and diſtin- 
guiſhing Head, ſuch as that of old Mr. Baxter, 
were not to think his Time ill employed, and could 
in his Conſcience diſpenſe with himſelf in writing 

and publiſhing a Book, to ſhew, that this is a Human 
Sacrament added to that of Chriſt's Inſtitution, and 


a moſt Sacrilegious Uſurpation of his Prerogative, he 


might be able to amuſe the World, puzzle the 
Cauſe, perplex and confound weak Heads, con- 
vince thoſe who wanted to be convinced of it, and, 
in the whole, diſcourſe upon this Argument with 
as much Plauſibility, as any of your Writers have 
yet done, upon the other. 

The Want of a godly Diſcipline in the Clank 
is alſo objected, and held a ſufficient Reaſon for 
ſeparating from it, But if the Want of it was really 
as great as is pretended, Separation, on that Ac- 
count, would not be juſtifiable. And for this I could 
quote you the holy Scriptures, the Senſe and Practice 
of Antiquity, of foreign Proteſtant Divines, and 
their Churches, nay, of the 5 graver and ſoberer 
Sort of Puritans and Non-conformiſts, all poſitively 
determining againſt the Lawfulneſs of dividing from 
any Church, tor ſome Imperfections,, or ſome A- 

5 The Opinions of Cartwright, Dr. Thomas Goodwin, Blake, 
Vines, and others, even of Dr. Owen, and Mr. Baxter, that 
Diſcipline not being ſimply neceſſary to the being of a Church, 
it is not Lawful to {eparate therefrom for the Want, or for ſome 
Irregularities in the Adminiftration of it, may be ſeen collected in 


The Caſe of Lay-Communion ævith the Church of England confs Aered 
among the London Caſes. 
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| buſes and Icregularities i in its Diſcipline, or even a 
total Want of it. But this Way of anſwering the 
Objection I ſhall at preſent wave, and take another, 
which ſeems better to fall in with the Meaſures I 
have been purſuing from the Beginning; and that 
is, repreſenting the real State of our Diſcipline, 
from whence it may, probably, appear, there 1s 
not, in our Church, /o great a Want of it, as you 
ſeem, at preſent, to imagine, and then ſhewing that 
what Want of it there is (and I ſhall not deny but 
that is too great) it is owing to yor, in a good 
Meaſure, and that you really want 1t as much, your- 
ſelves. As theſe Heads contain in them many par- 
ticulars, ſome Enlargement upon them will be ne- 
ceſſary. And indeed, I am the more willing to go 
ſomewhat deeper into them, becauſe from a Word 
or two I remember you dropt about Diſcipline, he 
Want and the Diſorders of it, ] ſuſpect that Matter 

ſticks nota little with you. 
I agree with you, Sir, that the Diſcipline of the 
Church is of great Moment towards the Edification 
of its Members, and that the Fault is unpardon- 
able, when Church Governors let it fall, through 
a ſupine Careleſſneſs and Neglect. It is a ſpiritual 
Sword put into their Hands, anch it will be expected 
that they bear it not in vain, nor let it ruſt, and lie 
by uſeleſs, when Hereſy or Immorality call for it. 
The Neglect of Diſcipline upon Hereticks was the 
great Crime of ſome of the Angels of the ſeven 
Churches of Aſia, for which they ſtand reproved by 
the holy Spirit Thou ſuffereft that Woman 
Jezebel which calleth herſelf a Propheteſs, to teach 
and to ſeduce my Servants. — Thou haſt there them 
that hold the Doctrine of Balaam So haſt thou 
alſo them that held the Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which Thing I Hate. Repent, er elſe 1 will 
come unto thee 8 and will Ab. againſt them 
with. 


>a, þ | | 1 
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with the Sword of my Mouth, Theſe Reprehen- 
ſions and Threatnings are ſevere : Yet it may be 
hoped, they will not light upon all to whom the 
Government of Churches is committed, even where 


there is a great Proſtration of its Diſcipline. For 


that may be owing to Cauſes which it is not in 
their Power to remove. The higher Powers may 


cramp them in the Exerciſe of it: And where they 


are more at Liberty, the Circumſtances of the 
Times may be ſuch as will make it, upon the 
whole of the Matter, more prudent, and more for 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, to ſlacken the Reins a 
little. When the Diſtempers of the Times are evi- 
dently too ſtrong for the Diſcipline of the Church to 
contend with, it may be a wife Part in the Gover- 
nors thereof (at leaſt if the Cauſe of Religion and 
Virtue is not immediately concerned) not to enrage 
them more by a too warm, or diſcover their own 
Weakneſs by an 72/ignificant and unavailing Op- 

olition. *Tis a Cenſure which Cicero paſſes upon 
one of the Cato's, that by his unſeaſonable and un- 
diſtinguiſhing Rigours, he ſometimes hurt the 
Common-wealth. Nocet interdum Reipublice, dicit 
enim tanquam in Platonis wodleia, non tanquam in 
face Romuli ſententiam. And when the Decay of 
the antient Diſcipline was complained of to the Ro- 
_ man Senate, and a Motion made to revive it, T:- 
berius writ to them againſt it, telling them, it was 
dangerous to ſtrive againſt ſuch general and prevail- 
ing Evils, and to go about impoſing, with a high 
hand, thoſe Severities and Reſtraints, which the Peo- 
ple had been ſo long unaccuſtomed to, And if this 
related to Matters not abſolutely neceſſary, it was 
a right Obſervation, An Age of great and gene- 
ral Corruption ſeems, indeed, to call more loudly 


for the Reſtraints of Church Diſcipline z; but then 


it will not bear them: Eſpecially, if there appears, 
| at 
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14 The third Letter concerning the 
at the fame time, in almoſt all Orders and Ranks 
of Men, an unaccountable diſlike of all Eccleſia- 
ſtical Juriſdiction, if both the Tongues and the 
Pens of Men are let looſe againſt it, and it be grown 
Meodiſh to rail at it. Thoſe who ſit at the Helm, 
when ſuch a Storm riſes, and beats hard upon them, 
will find it, probably, their Prudence, not to bear up 
againſt it too much, but give way to its Impetuoſity, 
and ride it out as well as they can, in hopes it will 
abate, before long, and ſome unforeſeen Cauſe 
will make it ſubſide and ſettle, and till the Madneſs 
of the People. And yet in the worſt State of things, 
ſomething may be done towards the Recovery of a 
more perfect Diſcipline. Deus omnia paulatim. 
Sudden and violent Changes or Reformations 
| in all Politital Bodies, Civil, or Ecclefiaftical, as 
' well as Human ones, may be dangerous; but Things 
{ may be brought about, by inſenſible Degrees, to 
the State one "defires, and Diſcipline reſtored, in a 
good Meaſure, by little and little, unheeded in a 
manner, and without cauſing any great ſhakings of 
i the Conſtitution. And may I preſume to ſay, that 
j Church-Governors will be obliged to lay hold of 
| every favourable Juncture, and watch all Oppor- 
tunities to do their Duties, and not make the bad- 
»eſs of the Times a Pretence for their Neglect, when, 
perhaps, Indolence, Puſullanimily, or Worldly-Wij- 
dom are at the Bottom of it, 

J will not now, Sir, diſſemble the Matter: I 
have been ſetting forth the Caſe of the Church of 
England, and making ſuch Apology as I could for | 
it. There is a Want of Diſcipline in it, and that | 
is owing in a good Meaſure to the Cauſes before | 
mentioned. Whoever looks into our Ruvricks, 
Canons, and Conftitutions will find, delineated there, 
a moſt excellent Scheme of Eccleſ taſtical Diſcipline. 


Yet, let it be owned, . as it appears in Uſe and 
Practice, 
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Practice, it does by no means correſpond with that 
Idea the Laws of the Church give vs of it; tho” it 
be, yet, far from fallen into that deplorable Diſſolu- 
lution, and total Diſuſe, which your Writers, Sir, 
would fain make the World believe it is. If they 
are to be believed, every Thing is amiſs, every 
Thing out of order among us. * Mr. Peirce ob- 
ſerves, we ourſelves lament, once a Year, every 1 
Afp-Wedneſaay, the Want of Diſcipline, and ex- 7 
preſs our Wiſhes for the Revival of it: Tho' he fears | 
| theſe Wiſhes are but faint; and ho? the pious Part 
of the Clergy earneſtly deſire it, and, perhaps, care- 
fully endeavour it, yet the greater Part defire it not, 
but rather hinder all ſuch Deſigns. He inſinuates 
his Fears, that the troubleſome divided Circumſtances 
' 200 are now in, are the Puniſhment of our Sin, in 
negleing and deſtroying Church-Diſcipline, and that 
God is hereby calling us to reftore it; but, however, 
intimates his Hopes, too, that our merciful Father 
will pleaſe, by his holy Spirit to ſtir us up to amend 
it. They long, he ſays, to ſee that Day, and prays 
heartily to God that he would haſten it, It looks 
mighty good, and extremely obliging, to uſe Ex- 
preſſions of ſuch Commiſeration towards us, and to 
pray ſo devoutly on our Behalf. Only, I have 
ſome Fear, all his Charity will be miſtaten, and his 
Prayers for the Church no otherwiſe conſidered, 
than thoſe of Mr, 7/þ:tfeld for his Oppoſers are uſed 
to be, to wit, as rhetorical Aggravations, and artful 
Heightnings of the Reproach, to make the wretched 
| Condition of our Diſcipline appear in the ſtronger 
I Light, We will, then, ſee what is the true State 
| of our Diſcipline, and whether, Sir, your Friends, 
in Conſideration of the Strictneſs of their own, have 
any Right to reproach us for the Want of it. 
Will you be pleaſed, Sir, to look into it again, 


h Vindicat of D:/eaters, Part III. ch. 16. 
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and carefully conſider the Commination. You will 
find nothing there either expreſſing or implying a 
Want of all Diſcipline. What we there fay is 
much to be wiſhed is only this, the Reſtoration of that 
godly Diſcipline there was in the Primitive Church, 
zhat at the Beginning of Lent, ſuch Perſons as flood 
convicted of notorious Sin were put to open Penance, 
That is to ſay, we wiſh it was a practicable Thing, 
to bring at the Beginning of Leut, all ſcandalous 
and notorious Sinners before the Church, and then 
caſt them, continuing impenitent, out * it. The 
Revival of this Piece of Diſcipline (which is but one 
out of a great many) is the whole Matter of our 
Wiſh there. And as the Church in this Office, ſo 
ſome of the Biſhops, in their Sermons, at the very 
Beginning of the Reformation, complained of the 
fame Thing. Good old Latimer complained of it 
trom the Pulpit, before King Edward VI. and ear- 
neſtly moved his Grace, that there might be reſtored 
zo the Church the Diſcipline of Chriſt againſt notable 
Ofenders. But nothing was done in the Matter. 
This probably, was owing, partly to the Difficulty 
of introducing the antient Diſcipline, and partly to 
the little Thought that was taken about it: To 
bring Men back from the Popiſb to the Primitive 
Diſcipline, at the Beginning of Leut, that is, from 
only whiſpering their Sins (in Company with the 
beſt of their Neighbours, which quite takes off the _ 
Shame of the Matter) in the Ear of a Prieſt, and 
receiving from him an Abſolution, with ſome kind 
of Penance, one, perhaps, of their own chuſing, 
which might be performed by themſelves, or by 
another; to bring them, (I ſay) from this to oper 
. and publick Admonitions, to a Confeſſion of their Sins 
before the whole Church, with Declarations of their 
unfeigned Repentance, may be conceived no ealy 


Thing to be done, tho? it had been zealouſly at- 
2 tempted. 
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tempted. But indeed it was not; not ſo, as it 
might and ought to have been, tho', indeed, more 
here, than in molt other Churches of the Reforma- 
tion. The Thoughts and Pens of all learned Pro- 
teſtants, for many Years, were wholly employed 
about Doctrinal Matters, expoſing the Errors and 
. Corruptions, and taking the People off from the 
idolatrous, and ſuperſtitious Practices of Popery 3 
and there was little Care, eſpecially abroad, about 
Diſcipline and Order. Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, 
and other Heads of the Reformation writ and 
preach'd a great deal againſt the Church of Komz, 
but did little elſe. They did, as Dr. Maurice very 
juſtly obſerves, the Work of Evangeliſts, rather than 
of Governors of Churches: and Eccleſiaſtical Polity 
was ſo long neglected, that infinite Diſorders grew 
up in them, and threatned them with Ruin. And 

when they began to ſet up ſuch a Diſcipline as 
they could, in many Places, it was difficultly ad- 

mitted, and, in ſome, not admitted at all, but all 
Coercion was left to the civil Magiſtrate. Matters 
were not in ſo bad a State here in England : For 
here, the Epiſcopal Authority, by the good Pro- 
vidence of God, being preſerved, a Form of Diſ- 
cipline was allo preſerved; and kept up; from the 
Beginning, tho' not always, *tis true, adminiſtred 
in ſo perfect a Manner, as might be wiſhed; And 


our Eccleſiaſtical Factions and Diſcontents, firſt; 
Ihen, the Rebellion and Uſurpation enſuing, after= 


wards, a general Looſeneſs and Diſſoluteneſs of Man- 
ners, and, /aft of all, a Looſeneſs of Principles, as 
was too natural, enſuing, made it impoſſible to be 
carried to any Degrees of Primitive Perfection. It 
may be thought there have been ſome favourable 


Opportunities to mend it, if they had happily been 


ſeized, and all concerned had been hearty, It 


there have, they are ſlipt, and cannot be b re- 


called; 
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called. At leaſt, the Temper and Habit of the 
preſent Times is too evidently ſuch, that it would 
be extreme Folly to think of doing a great deal, and 
the Height of Raſhneſs to undertake to revive, 
eſpecially all at once, all the Rigours of antient 


Diſcipline, as you, it ſhould ſeem, would have us 
do. Would you have Church-Governours always 


act like natural inanimate Bodies, never to ſuſpend 
their Powers, but be continually exerting 
the utmoſt Poſſibility of their Force? Would you 


have them deal out their Cenſures at all Hazards, 
drive on, without minding Conſequences, tho* the 
World ſhould be turned up-ſide down, or ſet in 4 


Flame by it? Certainly, Prudence, which is an 
Ability to judge, from the Conſideration of T imes, 
Places, Things, and Perſons, what, upon all Oc- 
caſions, is beſt and fitteſt to be done, and how done 


in the beſt Manner, ought to prevail iz all Things, 
and in nothing more, than in Matters of Diſcipline 
and Government. And as you are endowed with an 


eminent Share of it, you will be, I dare ſay, of Opi- 
nion (I mean, if you will but reflect, and ſuffer your- 
{elf to be carried away with popular Noiſe and Pre- 
judice) that an exact Diſcipline is impoſtible to be 
ſet up, and would do more harm than good, if it 
were, noco, to be ſet up amongſt us. | 
The Church of Scotland (as Mr. Peirce, at leaſt, 
tells us) zs famed for cureing and reſtraining Impiety, 
which elſewhere rapes without Controul, and has 


been ſometimes propoſed, as a Pattern of exact 


Diſcipline for vs to follow. I fhallnot, at preſent, 

inquire whether this Character be true. Bur ſup- 

poling it to be ſo, there is ſo great a Difference in 

the external State of the two Churches, that either 

ſhould be propoſed, as a proper Pattern forthe other. 

They in Scotland are ſo much loved, or fo much 
+ Dedication of his Vindication of the Diſſenters. 


feared, 
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feared, or, however it comes about, are ſo happy, as 
to have the Aſſemblies of their Clergy always ſitting, 
who can immediately apply Remedies to any grow- 
ing Evil or Abuſe, and keep it from being fixt. 
They have not been, yet, inebriated with thoſe 
Notions of Chriſtian Liberty, Liberty boundleſs and 
uncontrouled, which have been diſſeminated among 
75, in Pamphlets, and Weekly Papers, and (poor 
Men!) are yet ignorant of, notwithitanding the great 
Pains their Brethren here have taken to ſhew them, 
their Right to do in Religion whatever they liſt. 
The general Poverty of the People keeps them 
more humble, and their Want of the Materials for 
Luxury (the Source of all our Corruptions here in 
England) with their living at ſuch a Diſtance from _ 
great Seat of it, Keeps them more virtuous and 1 
nocent. Then, the Power of their Clergy, aka 
1s there ſuffered, I know not how, to be ſkrewed up 
into a kind of Independency, makes them more 
revered by the People, and gives them a greater 
Influence and Authority over them. All together 
diſpoſe them cheerfully to receive the Yoke of Dit 
cipline, to ſubmit to Rules and Orders, to any Re- 
ſtraints, or even Cenſures that are thought fit to be 
laid upon them: While, with 8, the molt gentle 
Reſtraint, tho' it be, too, ever ſo neceſſary, ſhall 
be exclaimed againſt, as an inſupportable Piece of 
Eccleſiaſtic Pride and Tyranny; every Animadver- 
ſion upon the Crimes of Men of any tolerable Con- 
dition and Way of living in the World, an inſolent 
Triumph over their Quality, which they refolve to 
revenge, ſome way or other, upon the Church. 
Conſidering theſe Diſtempers and il Humours of 
the Times, and how much alſo Vice and Wicked- 
nels abound, inſomuch that, if all were treated as, 
by the Rules of the antient Diſcipline, they were 
to be, we muſt interdict from Chriſtian Privileges al- 
| C 2 moſt 
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moſt half the Kingdom, conſidering, I ſay, theſe 
Things, a little Temper and Moderation, or (if you 
will call it fo) a little Slacæneſs in the Government 
of the Church, ſhould not, ſurely, be eſteemed ſo 
great, and ſo unpardonable a Fault. 

It was thought by moſt the great Miſtake of that 
Man of drwnright unpoliſhed Integrity, Archbiſhop 
Laud, that in his Endeavours to reſtore Diſcipline, 
he did not enough conſider the Tempers and Con- 
ditions of the People he had to deal with, and what 
the Times would bear; but, as the noble Hiſtorian 
informs us, F the Faults and Vices were fit to be 
book d into, let the Perſons be who they would that 
were guilty of them, they were ſure to find no Connt- 
' Vance, but to be proſecuted to their Shame and Puniſh- 
ment. You know, Sir, the Sectaries hen did not 
like #his ; nay, they purſued him to Death, in a 
good Meaſure, on the Account of it. And do you 
imagine your Party would really like it ow Or 
that in Caſe the Church were to purſue the ſame 
Meaſures, they would applaud her for it, and 
ſupport her in it ? Indeed, you are miſtaken, if 
you think ſo. There is rather Reaſon to believe 
theſe heavy Complaints of our Want of Diſcipline 
are made, to goad and ſtimulate my Lords the 
Biſhops to do as that illuſtrious Archbiſhop did, 
with no good Intention towards us. They plainly | 
{ee the Indiſpoſition of the Times for it, and that 
any high Acts of Church Power would certainly 
ſharpen Men's Humours, raiſe in ſome, and increaſe 
in others, a Diſinclination to the Church; and then, 
who can tell but what has been maybe, and what may, 
at laſt, turn up, to their Advantage ? But to fay 
the T ruth, I rather believe they do it, not ſo much 
out of Policy, and with a deep Deſign of drawing 
us into this Snare, as out of ſtark Love of finding 


Fault with the Church, and to increaſe the Num- 
ber 


Popular Pleas of Diss NTERs. 21 


ber of plain Reaſons for their Diſſent from it. 
They are not, methinks, very wiſe, I mean wiſe 
for themſelves, and their own Safety, when they 
call /o upon us to revive and reſtore the antient 
Diſcipline, For, by the Rules of hat, open Schiſ- 
maticks were treated almoſt as roughly as any Sort 


of Offenders whatſoever ; and this I leave to their 


ſerious Conſideration, *Tis more to my preſent 
Purpoſe to obſerve, that it is not fair (as once Calvin 
complained was his Caſe) Difipationem, cujus iff 
cauſa ſunt, probri loco nobis objectare, to throw in 
our Teeth that Diſſolution of Church Diſcipline 
which they themſelves are the Cauſes of. If that 
be owing to hem chiefly, it would, ſurely, be right 
to hold their Tongaes, and ſay not a Word about 
it. Indeed Mr. Peircè ſays, It is not long of us that 
they cannot govern their own Members. Yes, but 
it is lung of them, in a great Meaſure. For have 
not they joined their Endeavours with Latitudina- 
rians and Free-Thinkers to cry down the Power of 
the Church? Have not they openly taught, it has 


no Power but what is merely perſuaſive, which, 


properly ſpeaking, is none at all. And does not 
this Poſition tear up from beneath our Feet the 
very Ground and Foundation of all Government 
and Diſcipline? No Authority, no Diſcipline, one 
would think might paſs for a plain and inconte- 
ſtable Aphoriſm ; and if the common People are 
taught the Former, they are not ſuch ſtark Fools, 
and fo void of all natural Logic, but they can, their- 
ſelves, infer the Latter, The Conſequence is ſo 
plain, fo eaſy, fo juſt, and natural, that they may be 
truſted with drawing it for themſelves. I can hardly 
think with what Face any Perſon who occupies 
the Place of a Church Governor, after having main- 
tained, in the Face of the World, that the Church 


has no Authority at all, can go about to do any Ae 


of 
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of Diſcipline ; or if he has the Aſſurance (for I really 
do think it requires ſome Aſſurance) to do that, how 
he can expect due Submiſſion from thoſe that are 


ſubject to him, or how complain, if he finds them 


unruly, and diſobedient, and not diſpoſed to regard 
him, in any Thing. For ſuch Behaviour is but the 


| practical Part of his own Doctrine. And it is too 


evident, the preſent Contempt of all ſpiritual Au- 


thority in moft of all Ranks of Men is, in a good 


Meaſure, the baneful Fruit of ſuch Doctrines as 


' theſe, in propagating which every Body knows 


your Miniſters, Sir, have had no inconſiderable 

Share. 

But they have ruined Diſcipline another Way, by 
the Diviſions they have made among us. In ſuch a 
diſtracted State of Things as they have thrown us 
into, an exact Diſcipline can't be expected to be 
preſerved. For who will value the Cenſures of the 
Church, or who will Care for being thrown out of 
it, while they may be received in other Chriſtian 
Societies, with open Arms. It is the commoneſt 
Thing in the World to hear People openly threaten, 


they will go to the Meeting, if they are not indulged 


in all their unreaſonable Demands, and diforderly 
Ways, by which Means they often get to be indul- 
ged in them. Mr. Peirce ſays, We are afraid to 
reject Hereticks, and other notorious Sinners, from 
our Communion, leſt they go over to them. No, we 
are not afraid to reject ſuch from our Communion, 
for that or for any Reaſon ; but, perhaps, we may 
think it both a prudent and charitable Part rather 
to overlook ſome Things that are not very groſs, 
which yet might deſerve ſome Animadverſion, than 
the People ſhould leave the Church, and become 
Schiſmaticks, and ſo involve themſelves in a Sin of a 
much deeper Dye than their other Offences were. 


Toallay our Fears of lofing Hereticks, and other ſcan- 
dalous 
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dalous Sinners, from our Communion, he aſſures 
us, thoſe Fears are cauſeleſs, for they ſhould admit 
no ſuch to their Communion, unleſs they mend their 
Manners, What does the Gentleman ſay ? No 
Hereticks, no Arians, for inſtance, in your Commu- 
nion! No ſcandalous Sinners, no Fornicators, Adul- 
terers, Drunkards, Revilers or Extortioners received 
into your Churches! I muſt beg your Pardon, if I am 
not ſatisfied of this, and demur upon it. For I could 
never perceive the Doors of the Meeting were ever 
ſhut againſt any, but that all Comers were welcome. 
And if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted to 
fit at the Lord's Table (which, in all Iikelihood, 
they will not deſire to do) they need not fear being 
admitted to all the other Parts of your Worſhip. 
But what if, Sir, after all, it appears, there is as 
great a Want of Diſcipline in your Churches, as in 
the Church of Exgland ? it may be reaſonably ſuppoſ- 
ed, the Doctrine beforementioned muſt have upon 
the Members of your Churches, as well as of ours, 
ſome Influence to make themſelves leſs tractable and 


obſequious to your Diſcipline, than they might 


otherwiſe have been. And why, too, may it not 
be ſuppoſed, you are as much afraid to cenſure 
your People, as we ours, for fear they come over 
to the Church? Jam ſure, you have, I ſhould have 
ſaid your Minifters have, generally, one Reaſon to 
be more afraid of cenſuring, or any way diſobliging 
them, as they depend ore upon their Number, and 
Benevolence, This reaſoning, I own, 1s of no 
Weight, if the Fact be found otherwiſe, as, indeed, 
Mr. Peirce, in the Book before quoted, fays it is. 
And to ſhew it is, he has given us as hideous a Re- 
preſentation of our Diſcipline as he well could. 
But ought he not then to have given us ſome Repre- 
ſentation of your own, that it might have been ſeen, 
upon a Compariſon, which was preferable. But 

| is not 
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not a tittle of that, I aſſure you. Indeed, he does 
fay, (and faying is all, which is very eaſy) you have 


à deal of Diſcipline. For he aſks, Why don't they 


uſe as much Diſcipline, as they ſee we de? Why 
dont they as well as we, keep Hereticks, and profli- 
gate Sinners from their Communion ? As they ſee we 
do? For my Part, I /ze it no more than your 
Feople, Sir, I believe, fee! it. He muſt be 
ſecond-fighted who can ſee any ſuch Thing. Where 
is it, Sir, to be ſcen? Not, I am ſure, in Uſe and 
Practice. Have you, then, any Book of Diſci- 


-pline ? ? Where is that to be /eex £ No, indeed, you 
ſeem to do all without Book, as if you thought any 
Scheme or pre-compoſed Form of Church Diſcipline 


as bad a Thing as a Form of Prayer. An exact 


Account of your Diſcipline, we ſhould be mighty 


glad to ſee, We have long wiſh'd for it, but [ 


fear we are yet like to go without it. It will hardly 


be thought adviſcable to expole all your Church- 
Dealings to publick Canvaſſing and Examination. 
Yet, as he has mention'd your keeping Herelicłs 
and profligate Sinners from your Communion, and 
piqued himſelf ſo much upon thoſe Accounts, a few 
Thoughts ſhall be beſtowed on each. 


It muſt be owned, you have a ſhort and caſy | 


Way to come at heretical Miniſters, and eject them. 
Let but the People withdraw his Pay, and the 
Thing is done at once, I mean, Sir, if the People 
continue, themſelves, in orthodox Sentiments, for 
otherwiſe, it can't be expected they ſhould diſmiſs 
him, and the Heretick is fixt immoveably in his 
Poſt, Or if you think it more Decent and Eccleſi- 


aftical to have it done by the Interpoſition of neigh- 
bouring Miniſters, it may be done, without much 


Difficulty, that Way. For the Heretick, when 


he appears before them, cannot intrench himſelf 


behind e of Law, nor take Advantage of the 
dilatory 
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dilatory Proceedings of all legal Courts: But, as 
your Churches have not bounded themſelves by any 
Rules which may not be departed from, they may 
8 againſt him in a ſummary and arbitrary 

ay; and there is none to whom he may appeal 
againſt their Sentence and Determination. This, 
we'll ſay, is an Advantage you have for getting rid of 
Hereticks, ina quick and eaſy Way. But whatdoth it 
ſignify, if no body can tell who are Hereticks ? You 
know, who it was, (one of your ſelves) who openly 
aſſerted ſuch a Notion of Hereſy, as makes it im-. 
poſſible for any, beſides God and themſelves, to know, 
who are Hereticks; and who can doubt, but it was 
with Intent to ſkreen and protect them from all Cen- 
ſure. This, at leaſt, muſt unavoidably be the Conſe- 


quence and Effect. For if his Notion of Hereſy be 


right, there is no doubt, but it would be wrong to call 
any Man Heretick, and much more to proſecute and 
cenſure him, as ſuch, unleſs God, the Searcher of 
Hearts, ſhould reveal, or himſelf confeſs, that he 
maintains his Opinions againſt his Judgment, and. 
under the Condemnation of his own Mind. And if he 
confeſles Hat, it will not be much Harm he can do 
and it would be pity he ſhould be purſued, or any way 
moleſted, as a eretick, but begging him for a Fool 
would be the molt reaſonable Treatment of him. 
Before this Notion of Hereſy was ſo publickly 


defended, you did, indeed, fall pretty foul upon 


a few whom you eſteemed Hereticks : You turned 
them out of their Paſtoral Employments ; and fo 
far, I readily own, you acted laudably. But I 


have not heard you went any farther, or that you 


 turr'd them out of your Communion, as Mr. Peirce 
would have us believe you always do. And if you 


did ſuffer them to continue till in your Communion, 
you have not ſo much, as Mr, Peirce pretends, in 
you of ns Ai to boaſt of, Mr. Peirce himſelf, 
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it ſeems, was one of the Gentlemen who received 


this Diſcipline, on Account of his Hereſy about 
the Trinity; and 'tis worth while to know how he 


behaved under it. Why truly, Sir, not at all like 


the Man who had been calling, before, ſo loudly 
upon the Church of England to reject all Hereticks, 


who laid ſuch a Load of Reproach upon it for its 


Slackneſs and Remiſſneſs, and ſet ſuch a high Value 
upon your Churches for their Care and Diligence 
in that Matter, but rather like one who held it un- 
warrantable to moleſt any, on ſuch Accounts: For 
all the Proceedings againſt him he was pleaſed 10 
call Violence, Tyranny, Perſecution, an Inquiſition as 
true as ever there were any in Spain or Portugal, as 
may be ſeen in the Pamphlets by him publiſh'd, on 
that Occaſion. This, Sir, is he who had writ, a 
very little while before, Thy don't they uſe as much 
Diſcipline, and keep Hereticks from their Commu- 
nion, as they ſee we do! 

The Diſputes among the London Miniſters, at 
the ſame Time, about Subſcribing or not Sub- 


ſcribing, the firſt Article of the Church of England, 


and the 5th and 6th Anſwers of the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, concerning the Doctrine of the Trini— 
ty, will not be ſoon forgotten, Thoſe. who were 


for Subſcribing conſidered, generally, the other, 


as Arians; and it is, from their Writings, too 
plain, that many of them really were. And theſe, 
on the other Hand, conſidered hem, as Athana- 
fans, that is to fay, as great Hereticks, in their 
Opinions, as they, zherr/efves, were reputed to be 
by their Adverſaries. Vet] don't remember there 
was much ejecting, or rejecting among you, on that 
Occaſion : But by the Help of Comprebenſive Prin- 
ciples, and of ſome pacific Treatiſes, ſuch as The 
conciliatory Letter, The Apology for both Parties, 
The Dectrine of the T rinig No Fundamental &c. to- 

gether 
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gether with a little Reflection upon the Danger of 


ruining the Diſſenting Intereſt by your Diviſions, 
Matters were brought, at length, to an amicable 


Accommodation, each Party receiving, as Brethern, 


and running into the Embraces of the other. Such 


Hereticators are you, Sir ! Such is the Rigour of 


| your Diſcipline! And fo it is you turn Hereticks out of 
your Communion |! 


As to notorious evil Livers, 1t no way appears to 
me, they have any Reaſon to be afraid of greater 
Moleſtation from your Diſcipline, than from ours. 
Excommunications, I ſuppoſe, are not very frequent 
among you : Authoritative Admonitions before the 


Church, for great Scandals and Offences, are as 


little heard of; and a publick Penance, in one of 
your Congregations, would be, I preſume, a new 


Thing to behold. Our Country, Sir, you know, 
abounds with Diffenters of all Sorts; and tho? 1 


have lived in it the greateſt Part of my Life, yet, 
to the beſt of my Remembrance, no one Act of 
Church Diſcipline, in either of thoſe Kinds, has 


ever been reported to me, or come, any way, to 


my Knowledge, tho* I have known many who de- 
{erved it, and fome who did as richly deferve the 
ſevereſt Exerciſe thereof, as the inceſtuous Corin- 
thian. Which I mention, becauſe I know you are 
all apt to ſay, there is not much need of Diſcipline 
on Account of diſorderly and offenſive Walking, in 


your Churches. Formerly, perhaps, it might be 


ſo; but now, Toleration, Eaſe, Security, and a ge- 
neral overflowing of Luxury in the Nation, have 
brought Things between you and ws, as to the 
Strictneſs of our living, pretty near a Level, as I 
have ſhewn more at large in my firſt Letter, which 
I refer you to. | 


Here then I ſhall reſt the Matter: There is, in 


our Church a Want of Diſcipline confeſſed ; but 
D 2 there 
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there is an equal or greater Want of it, tho? not ſo 
ingenuouſly confeſſed, in yours. We have, at leaſt, 

the Shadow of it, which, I doubt, can*t be ſaid 
for you. All the Forms: of it, to be ſure, (and 
that is ſomething towards its Revival and Reſtora- 
tion) are kept up among vs; and we truſt in God, 

theſe dry Bones will, one Day, live, and that by his 
Holy Spirit's working, in his good Time, upon the 
Minds, eſpecially, of thoſe who have it moſt in 
their Power, and are more properly concerned, 

theſe Forms will be animated with ſuch a vigorous 
Exerciſe of that Power which God has given to his 
Church, as will ann. well anſwer the End 
of it. 


Vain indeed, and viſionary are theſe Hopes, if 
what you fay be true; for you ſay, the whole 


Frame and Conſtitution of the Church muſt be 
taken down, and one of another Sort erected, be- 
fore a regular Diſcipline can be introduced. But 
God forbid we ſhould be reduced to ſuch an un- 
happy Alternative, that either Foundations muſt be 


removed, or we muſt, for ever, be content with 


our preſent State of Diſcipline, and that general 
Relaxation of it which it now lies under. Let us 


then ſee whether the Caſe be really ſo bad; whether 


the preſent Conſtitution of our Church will not ad- 


mit of good Diſcipline, and whether your Churches 


are better calculated for it. 
Fou aſſert, there is no Poſſibility of an exact Di- 


cipline i in Dioceſan Churches ; and the Reaſon of 


this extraordinary Aſſertion is no better than this, 
that *tis impoſſible one Biſhop ſhould Perſonally in- 
ſpect and take the Cognizance of all Things and 
Cauſes that ariſe within a large Diſtrict; a Reaſon 


that holds as ſtrong againſt all Governments, Civil 


as well as Eccleſiaſtical, that are of any Extent. 


And how much Qronger is it againſt the Britiſb 


Monarchy, 
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Monarchy, which contains, in England and Ireland, 
almoſt fifty of thoſe Dioceſes, beſides a large Coun- 
try of Preſbyterian Ground at home ; and many large 
Provinces of the American World. Doubtleſs, you 
will ſay, the King governs the Realm by ſubordi- 
nate Magiſtrates, who are Sharers of his Power. 
And does not the Biſhop rule his Dioceſe ſo? And 
why, Sir, may not that be ? Mr. Baxter, I think, 
allows he may ſubſtitute another to toll the Bell to 
Church. So far, he is very good, and we thank 
him for it. But may do nothing elſe per alium? 
Whatever is done beſides, muſt he needs be, in 
proprid Per ſond, the Doer of it? For what Rea- 
ſon, I pray? What is there in Epiſcopacy more than 
in Royalty, that none of the Powers of it can or 
_ ought to be delegated, but every Thing muſt be 
done by the Biſhop only, or, however, under his 
immediate Inſpection ? at leaſt, why muſt a Bihop 
have an immediate and perſonal Concern, in every 
Thing and Matter that is done, more than an 
Aßpoſtle? For it is evident, St. Paul had not. He 
tells the Corinthians (1 Cor. 1. 17.) that Chrif 
ſent him not to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel. 
The former, it ſeems, was not /o much, and /@ 
immediately, his Work, as the latter : And there- 
fore to his he almoſt wholly applied himſelf, leav- 
ing that to others, whom he had appointed over 
that Buſineſs. And he, accordingly, tells them 
(thanking God for it too, ſo far was he from think- 
ing it any Neglect or Failure in his Duty) he had 
baptized none of them but Criſpus and Gaius, tho? 
he had lived there (and we may be ſure was not 
idle) a long Time, and (as appears from Acts xvii. 
8, 10.) made many Converts in their City. 
The Pretence of the Impoſſibility of good Diſ- 
cipline under Dioceſan Epiſcopacy is perfectly 
groundleſs and unreaſonable. For, ſurely, there 
> may 
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may be good Diſcipline wherever there may be good 
Laws, and a due Execution of them. And why 
both may not be in Dioceſan Churches, I am at a 
Loſs to comprehend. Ir will hardly, I think, be 
denied by the ſtouteſt of you all, but, that good 
and wholeſome Laws may be made under Dioceſan 
Governments ; and thoſe who, in Subordination to | 
the Biſhop, are to execute thoſe Laws, or any of 
them, may, of themſelves, do it, as conſcientiouſly, \ 
as he himielf would have done; and ſuch as are ; 
negligent of their Duty he can compel to it. — If \ 
this, Sir, does not ſatisfy, (as I think it may) we ö 
have plain and undeniable Fact to appeal to. The 
Diſcipline of the Primitive Church you muſt allow | 
was good; elſe, why is the preſent Church reproach- hn 
| ed for the Want of it, and call'd upon / to reſtore | | 
tit: And yet this was exerciſed under Dioceſan | 
'| Epiſcopacy, and where the Dioceſes, too, were 
4 ſometimes as large as moſt of ours are, which learn- 
ed Men, whom ] could refer you to, have abun- 
| dantly demonſtrated. Here, then, we have an Ar. | 
N gument againſt Fact, which every body knows, and | 
common Senſe will teach us, is worth nothing. For | 
if it be certain, a Thing has been, all the Argu- 
ments and Speculations in the World, will not be 
convincing that 1t cannot be. 

But be, Sir, this Matter as it will, I don't fee. 
how it is mended by the Preſbyterian Platform, 
wherein the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, in moſt Caſes, is 
wholly reſerved, in others, ultimately reſorts to cer- 
tain Aſſemblies of the Clergy. The Conſtitution 
of the Church of Scotland is, I ſuppoſe, truly Preſ- 
byterian; but, in that, I perceive, the Nir Se/- 
fion, or Pariſh-Conſi ry, which is compoſed of Mi- 
niſters, Elders, and Deacons, judges only in Mat- 
ters of leſſer Scandal, and in theſe, too, there lies 
an Appeal from them, All Matters of greater 

| | Scandal, 
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Scandal, ſuch as Adultery, Sc. are left, in the firſt 
Inſtance, to the Pre/bytery of the Place, and from 
theſe alſo is an Appeal to the Provincial Synods, as, 
from theſe Synods, there is a farther Appeal to the 
general Aſſemblies of the Clergy. The general Aſ- 
ſembly, therefore, has, you ſee, the Cognizance of 
all Cauſes whatſoever that ariſe within the Church 
of Scotland; and that, you know, is of equal Extent . 
with a good Number of our Dioceſes put together. 
»Tis like, you will ſay, that Aſſembly is made up 
of many. My Anſwer is, they all ſtand upon the 
ſame Ground; and if forty Men are placed together 
upon an Eminence, they can't fee farther than any 
one of them may, provided his Eye- ſight be as good 
as that of the reſt, 

But why do I ſpeak of Preſbyteries, Synods, and 
National Aſſemblies, when we have, I ſuppoſe, no 
ſuch Things in England. For tho? we have Churches 
which are pleaſed to be called Preſbyterian, theſe are 
govern'd as abſolutely (for what I can ſee) as the 
reſt, by their own Officers, the Paſtors and Elders 
of the Church, from whom there 1s no Appeal to 
any proper ſuperior Juriſdiction, which is the very 
Effence of Independency. Let us then ſee, if the 
independent or congregational Plan be better cal- 
culated for good Diſcipline : And I doubt it will 
be found, that, if, in Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, the Di- 
ſtrict is 2% large for good Order and Diſcipline to 
be kept up in, in Congregational, it is too ſmall 
if, in the former, the Governors and Governed are 
too far off, in the latter, they are as much 700 
near. ws 

The Plan of Independency is, that every Con- 
gregation or worſhipping Aſſembly has a compleat 
Juriſdiction, and 1s entirely govern'd within itſelf. 
Here, now, is a Crowd of petry independent Ju- 
riſdictions, fifty, and, perhaps, more, nay, a 

hundred, 
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hundred, or, as it may happen, ſeveral hundreds, 
within the fame Walls. For (lay your Indepen- 
dents) any fix or ſeven covenanting together will 
make a Churth compleatly organized; three or 
four compoſing the Preſbytery, and the Fraternity 
conſiſting of three or four more. A very pretty 
Conſtitution ! A Conſtitution which muſt produce 
continual Diſſentions, Diflentions too without Re- 
medy, and, as ſuch, was condemned by the French 
Church in the third Synod of Charenton k, where it 
is declared ot only prejudicial to the Church of God 
(becauſe as much as in it lieth, it doth uſher in Confu- 
ſion, and openeth a Door to all Kinds of Singularities, 
Trregularities and Extravagancies, and barreth the Uſe 
of thoſe Means which would moſt effeftually prevent 
them) but alſo is very dangerous to the Civil Slate, 
as forming as many Religions as there are Pariſhes, 
and particular diftintt Aſſemblies among them. It is 
almoſt unavoidable but each of theſe Congregations 
will have ſome fingular Opinions and Practices of 
its own, which falling immediately under the Eye 
and Obſervation of all the Neighbouring Congre- 
gations, will be extremely offenſive to them, from 
whence Controverſies and perverſe Diſputings will 
naturally ariſe. And how ſhall they be ended, there 
being no Authority that can filence, controul, or 
cenſure the Contumacious. Synods may meet, 
and talk over the Matter, and give their humble Ad- 
vice upon it: But, by their common Principles, 
(for they are all, Sir, you know, abſolutely inde- 
pendent of each other) none ſhall need to ſubmit to 
them any farther than they think fit. 

As to Offences that may ariſe within their parti- 
cular Corgregations, tis own*d, the Independent 
Conſtitution lodges Authority enough i in the Church 
and the Officers thereof, to take chem away, or 


k Luick's Sy nodicon. 


reform 
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reform them, if they were but diſpoſed to / it, 
and the People equally diſpoſed to ſab mis to it, 
Every Pariſh or Congregation has as much Power 
as the Sovereign Pontiff himſelf, in Spirituals; in- 
deed a great deal more than is fit to be put into the 
Hands of ſuch Perſons, as tis commonly entruited 
with. The Plenitude of Eccleſiaſtical Power is too 
great a Truſt to be committed to every Teacher, 
Elder, and Deacon, or indeed to every Paſtor or 
Miniſter of God's Word, and particularly (to ſay 
nothing of thoſe, who in advanced Years are raſh 
or weak, or indiſcreet) to every yourg Divine, who, 
nevertheleſs, i in hopes of future Proficiency in Know- 
ledge, and Increaſe of Experience, may be truſted, 
as in our Church, with the Function of Preaching, 
and Adminiftring Sacraments q a Congregation, 
under She Guidance and Coutroul of another, Here, 
the Pariſh Prieſt has as much Juriſdiction as is con- 
venient and reaſonable he ſhould. He has a Power 
to admit all to Baptiſm who are entitl-d to it. He 
has alſo as much Power as any Pre1by Str or Con- 
gregational Miniſter, to repel open and ic us 
Sinners from the Lord's Table, only F 
(which, ſurely, is but reaſonable) to the Ordinary, 
and that only, if he require it, or any Complaint be 
made, the Couſe thereof, and obeying therein his Di- 
rection. No Excommunication of his Pariſnioners 
can take Effect, without his Concurrence. But to 
put the whole Power of Excommunication into His 
Hands, would be as unreaſonable and of as ill Con- 
ſequence, as to give the Mayor of any mean Cor- 
poration an abſolute Right to deprive, at Pleaſure, 
any Member thereof of the Benefit of the Laws, 
and put him out of the King's Protection. 
Conſidering, then, how great an Authority the 
Paſtors and other Officers of theſe Churches have, 


a Man would expect a very great Regulation of 
Affairs, 


2 7 <2 3 
ber Be p ds ir ate ̃ tt Lt r 5 n 
8 R 5 — - — 
* — . — — — — — , — — 


F 
E 


34 The third Letter concerning the 

Affairs, that all Things amiſs ſhould be rectified, 
all Abuſes removed, and that no Perſon deſerving 
Animadverſion ſhould pafs unreproved, or uncen- 
ſured. But, alas, there are many Things that hin- 
der; as, Firſt, the great Diſperſion of their Flocks. 
Theſe Gentlemen, Sir, your Miniſters, are a Sort 
of Pluraliſts : Their People commonly live, here 
below in the Country, diſperſed through ten or a 
dozen Pariſhes, and theſe, too, in Treland, and ſome 
Parts of England, Pariſhes of great extent. Above, 
they are ſcattered through every Part of the great 
Cities of London, We Sminſter. and the Borough ; - 
and it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, there is hardly 
a Pariſh, nay, fcarcely a Street or Lane, but ſends 
ſome of its Inhabitants to help make up your larger 
Congregations. And hence it is that your Paſtors 


have little more Knowledge of a great Part ob thoſe 
who embrace their Miniſtry, and attend their Preach- 


ing, than any Methodiſt- Preacher has of thoſe who, 
from all Parts of the Town, flock after him, and 
are hardly more capable than He of watching over 
their Converſation, in a paſtoral Manner. 
But, ſuppoſe their Flocks were collected, and 
had their ordinary Habitations, as in the eftabliſh'd 


Church, within parochial Bounds, and they had, 


under their Eye, and more immediate Obſervation, 


all manner of Perſons and Offences they are con- 


cerned with, it may be fairly ſuppoſed, they will 
be pretty indulgent to ſuch of their Flocks as may 
ſtand in need of Reproof, or deſerve Cenſure, by 


| Reaſon they ſo much depend upon their Benevo- 


lence, often, perhaps, for their whole Maintenance. 
Or if they have Fortitude enough (which I will 
charitably ſuppoſe many have) to \ caſt behind them 
all Conſiderations of that Sort, they will be often 
kept from exerciſing Diſcipline with an impartial 
Strictneſs, by their Foreſight of thoſe Heats, Rup- 


tures, 
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tures, and Confuſions, and that Eſtrangement of 
their People's Affections which it will naturally OC- 
caſion. And if it be aſk'd whether this Conſider- 
ation will not equally impede the Exerciſe of Diſ- 
cipline in Dioceſan Churches, I anſwer, No; be- 
cauſe it is in human Nature to bear the Severities of 
Diſcipline from their Spiritual Paſtors at ſome Di- 
Nance, with more Patience and Refignation, than 
from their immediate Guides, by whom they expect, 
tho* indeed often without Reaſon, to be always 
treated with the greateſt Indulgence, and led with 
all the Gentleneſs in the World. 

Then again, it is well known, there are always 
many of your Churches without proper Paſtors, 
having no other than ſome young Men, who are 
Candidates for the Miniſtry, to pray and preach be- 
fore them, till they have ſome Evidence of the Ac- 
ceptableneſs of their Gifts. May theſe, Sir, take 
upon them to rebuke, and to rebuke with Authority? 
No certainly ; they have no Authority at all. May 
they preſume to cenſure, or excommunicate any ? 
By no Means; theſe are Acts of Paſtoral Power and 
Furiſdiction, not to be attempted by mere Probati- 
oners, not until they have been ordained, and ſolemn- 
ly called by ſome Congregation to take the Paſtoral 
Charge of it. Tis therefore evident, that as long 
as they continue in the probationary State (and we 
are well informed, that 1s, ſometimes, for many 
Years) there can be 7o Diſcipline in thoſe Churches, 

As to Lay-Elders, the other ruling Power in 
many Congregations, (for in ſome, it ſhould ſeem, 
by Heads of Agreement in 1691 there were not any, 
as tis like alſo there are not now) here and there 
one, it may be, proud of his Office, and fond of 
the Power it gives him, may be buſy enough in it. 
But for the generality, we may partly judge, by 


the Diſpolition of our Church-Wardens, (who are 
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commonly Men of the ſame Rank) and that Re- 
luctancy they often diſcoyer in making their Pre- 
ſentments, notwithſtanding they are bound by their 
Oaths to do it, that, if they live in Amity with 
their Neighbours, they are not like to be very 
ſevere upon them; eſpecially, if they are not only 
Neighbours, but alſo Kindred, or good Cuſtomers. 
But if there be any grudge between them, then the 
Cenſures of the Church will be in Danger of being 
proſtituted, to ſerve the Purpoſes of Ill-will, Malice, 
and Revenge. At leaſt, thoſe that ſuffer under them 
will be apt to ſuppoſe, and give out, that /o it is, 
whether it he, or not. Hence they will ſlight thoſe 
Cenſures, grow refractory, unwilling to ſubmit, and 
the more ſo, if theſe Elders happen to be Perſons 
of mean Endowments, and ſmall Experience, as, 
in many Congregations, they muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be, or much inferior, on all Woridly Accounts, 
to thoſe whom they exerciſe Dominion over. 


Tune Syri, Dame, aut Dionys! filins audes 
Dejicere e ſaxo cives, aut tradere Cadino ? 


It any little Tradeſman or Mechanick of a Lay- 
Eller ſhould take upon him to call you, Sir, to Ac- 
count ior any Offence he ſhould pretend or fancy 
you bad given, I am ready to think, that, with all 
your Humility, you would be apt to ſpurn him, in 
thoſe Words of our old Friend Hcrace, or ſome 
other like them; and look where you will, I am 
pretty confident you will find Fact exactly corre- 
iponding with my Theory, 4 

But to proceed : We are not only charged wit! 
the Want of proper Diſcipline, but with grea: 
Faults in the Diſcipline we have, I will mention 
two or three. That Juriſdiction which (ſay 5% 
ought to have been in the Pariſb Priefts is often 
put into the Hands of Lay-Chancellors, Now, 
- | Who 
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who would have thought that ever a Charge of this 
Nature would have been exhibited by any Diſſenter, 
by one of thoſe who have evidently taken much lar- 
ger Strides in this Sacrilegious Uſurpation, this Pro- 
fanation of a moſt dreadful Part of Chriſt's Govern- 
ment, as, I think, one of you call it, than this a- 
mounts to. If Lay-Chance! lors had been allowed 
to take upon themſelves ſettled Cures, and to of- 
ficiate therein, 1t would have been a Thing that 
might have deſerved ſome declaiming. And yet, as 
much as this do you, permitting Men to occupy 
the Place of Paſtors, in /e/tled Congregations, to 
preach and pray conſtantly before them, ſometimes, 
fas I noted before) many Years together, before 
their pretended Ordination. The Power of the 
Keys is alſo exerciſed in another-guiſe Manner by 
Lay- Elders, than by Lay-Chancellors. They are 
both pretty much upon a footing as to Scripture 
Warrant and Authority; and yet, your Lay- Elders, 
in the Plan of Preſbyterian Church- Government, 
are an eſſential Part of all Conſiſtories and Synods. 
They ſit in them, and have an equal Vote with the 
Paſtors, in all Buſineſs, both in the making of new 
Laws, and executing the old. Jointly with Him, 
they /upend from the Lord's Table, they excommu- 
nicate, and they do it, too, by a Power which is 
{ſuppoſed iuberent, and properly their owz; whereas 
Lay- Chancellors act by an Authority derived from 
the Biſhop, and, in the Matter of Excommunica- 
tion, only declare, as Civilians, what is Law, the 
Sentence being pronounced, as well in Court, as at 
Church, by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons. After all, 
there may be, perchance, ſome Irregularity on both 
Sides. On yours, it is never like to be taken away; 
on curs, it is taken away by moſt of my Lords, 
the Biſhops. And if it never be by all, I would 


deſire to know, how it comes to pals, that we 
{hould 
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ſhould be held ſo guilty for admitting the Jurif- 
dition of Lay Chancellors in our Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts oy, while you are perfectly blameleſs in not 
only allowing a much higher Juriſdiction of Lay- 
men in your very Conſiſtories and Synods, but of 
Lay-preaching and Lay- praying alſo in your pub- 
lick Congregations, which, without queſtion, is a 
much greater Abuſe and Profanation. 

Lou muſt be ſenſible, Sir, that this Charge may 
be fairly retorted upon your Churches of all Deno- 
minations, even thoſe that are called and are Preſ- 
byterian (if, indeed, there are any ſuch among 
you) but, in a more particular and eſpecial Man- 
ner, upon thoſe of the Congregational way, For 
the We not only connive at the Practice, but openly 
maintain the Right of Lay-preaching and Praying, 
and Lay-ordination too. Nay, the whole Power 
of the Keys, according to them, is originally in the 
Lay. People, and they, accordingly, exerciſe, as 
there is Occaſion, every Part of the Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction. What Right, Sir, have heſe to re- 
proach the Church (they are the laſt Men in the 
World that ſhould reproach her) with her Lay- 
Chancellors, and to talk of a Profanation for only 
being aſſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any Act 
that is purely Spiritual, but only to be his Aitants 
in his eccleſiaſtical and judicial Proceedings. 

We are alſo, it ſeems, accountable (which i IS a 
Irttle hard) for thoſe Probibitions with which our 
Diſcipline is ſometimes embarraſſed, and ſuch other 
Reſtraints and Modifications thereof, as the civil 
Powers have been pleaſed, in ſome Caſes, to lay 
it under. For theſe we are twitted by Mr. Peirce, 
who, jeeringly, tells us, 7 is not owing to you, 
but to the Conſtitution of our Church, that we can 
make no Eccleſiaſtical Laws without the Conſent of 


the Government. It is well, Sir, for you that you 
Call. 
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can. But why then do we ſee none of your mak- 
ing? And I would know, too, whom it is owing 
to, and whether it be not owing to the Conſtitu- 
tion of Preſbyterian Churches here in Exgland, that 
they have no Prefbyteries, Synods, and Aſſemblies. 
In his Dedication to the Church of Scotland of this 
very Book, wherein the Church of England is ſo 
upbraided and inſulted, for ſubmitting to be limit- 
ed by the Civil Powers, in making Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitutions, he has ſome diſtant obſcure Innuen- 
do's (as 1t appears to me) about this Matter. He 
talks there of a De/gn about the latter End of the 
laſt Century, to ſet up a general Correipondence 
among Diſſenters, ſuch as the Quakers have pra- 
ctiſed for many Years — of the ill Uſage and Cavils 
of their Adverſaries of repreſenting them as Deſpiſers 


of the King's Power in Spirituals, which he gives 


as the Reaſon why the Order of their Churches is 
not more agreeable to that which is in Uſe in Scot- 
land, and other reformed Churches. Methinks, 
Sir, a little Eclairciſinent is needful in this Place. 
But if it be meant, as it ſeems to be, of a Deſign 
to ſet up Preſbyteries, and Synods, which the Go- 
vernment would not permit them to do, here 1s 
ſubmitting (ſince Submiſſion is ſuch a criminal Thing) 
to Limitations, and Prohibitions, on their Parts. 
But whether 1t be true, or not, that the Govern- 
ment will not permit them to have Synods, and 
and other regular Aſſemblies of their Miniſters, the 
Fat, that they have them not, is evident. And 
that mult be own'd by all true and genuine Preſby- 
terians, a far greater defect in heir Churches, and 
a fouler Diſgrace to their Diſcipline, than any they 
can name in ours. For fuch Aſſemblies are the 
Characteriſticłs, and conſtitute the very Eſſence of 


Preſbyterian Churches; and for them to be without 


them is much the ſame Thing, as for Epiſcopal 
Churches to have no Biſhops. This 
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This Gentleman, Sir, has been pleaſed, too, to 
ſhew ſome of his Smartneſs upon another Article of 
our Diſcipline, to wit, the Committation of Penance, 
which (to ſay true) many Conformiſts, as well as 
he, have been offended at, and the more, I pre- 
fume, for not well underſtanding the Thing, and 
the Reaſon of it. It is a Privilege ſometimes in- 
dulged to Perſons of Condition, to redeem them- 
ſelves from the Reproach and Shame of publick 
Penance, by a Sum, which is diſtributed to pious 
and charitable Uſes : And this, if not fri#ly and 
eccleſiaſtically right, may yet be thought defenſible, 
in the preſent State of Things. Mr. Peirce ſays, 
it is turning Penance into a Money-buſineſs, Well, 
be it ſo : Yet this Money-bu/ineſs, or (to ſpeak out 
of Sarcaſm) this pecuniary Penalty may have its uſe, 
and do ſome good. The levying a Shilling, ac- 
cording to the Statute, on any Perſon who does not 
repair to Clitrch every Lord's Day, we may call, 
too, if we pleaſe, a Money-buſineſs; yet I have 
never heard, hat Statute incur'd the Diſpleaſure, 
or fell under the Cenſure of any Diſſenter, but have 
always thought you eſteemed it a good Law, as we 
do, for ſecuring the due Obſervation of that Day; 
few being willing to pay down, perhaps, the whole 
Earnings of one of the ſix Days, to purchaſe an 
abſence from Church, on the Seventh. When a 


Man is obliged to pay down, for his Crimes, a Sum, 


greater, perhaps, than he can well ſpare, it will 
make him take heed how he brings himſelf again 
into the like Snare, and help more to make him 


alter his Courſe of Life, than /ooking Shame in the 


Face, in a public Aſſembly, would be like to do. 
For tho? that, too, may have a good Effect upon 
ſome Sorts of Offenders, as well as be a Terror to 
others that are yet innocent, it would be apt to make 


other forts of them, particularly, the Rich, and, 
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eſpecially, if they were proud and high-minded 
too, as the Apoſtle infinuates they are all apt to be, 
on account of their Riches, only the more impu- 
dently and deſperately wicked. — However, this 
Sort of Puniſhment muſt be allowed better than 
none at all, and letting Offenders eſcape, as, I ſup- 
poſe, Sir, is commonly done among you, without 
Penance or Commutation either. 

As to the antient Diſcipline, I am free to own, 
it did not allow of Commutation; and Mr. Peirce is 
much in the right, when he obſerves, Ambroſe 
was ignorant of it, when he forced the Emperor 
Theodofius to confeſs his Sin publickly in the Church, 
Yes, truly, in thoſe Times, the Rich and Honour- 
able, as well as the Poor and Baſe, had Humility 
enough to ſubmit to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, nor 
thought it a Thing beneath their Dignity and Rank 
to make an open Confeſſion of their Sins, and to 
ſeek the Peace and Regonciliation of the Church, 
with Tears. And when it is ſo here in England, 
I ſhall not ſtick to ſay, „ Away with Commuta- 
& tions, not let them be named among us.” — I 
ſhall only add, theſe Commutations are entirely 
retroſpective, and only Puniſhments for Offences 
which Men have formerly committed, and, per- 
haps, have ſince repented of; and if they go on in 
their Sins, no ſuch Favour, J hope, is ever allowed 
them, a ſecond Time. 

You have other Objections which may be as 
caſily, as thoſe I have already conſidered, retorted 
upon you: Shall I mention the Ceremony (as your 
Writers love to call it) of the Surplice ? Or, {hall 
I paſs it by ; ſuppoſing you are now aſhamed of 
the great Controverſy of the Habits, and have re- 
ſigned all your Scruples about his, in particular? 
I almoſt fancy you have; but if you have oz, you 


may be plealed to remember the Ceremony of the 
| F | long 
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long ſweeping black Cloak, peculiar to your Miniſters, | 
which is eſteemed by you, and uſed by them as an 
Eccleſiaſtical Habit, for the Sake (you own) of 
Its Significancy of Gravity, as the Surplice (you 
ſay) is uſed by xs, for its being ſignificant of 
Purity of Life, tho', by the bye, the "Church has 
no where declared it to be uſed, on any ſuch 
Account. | 
But the reading of certain Apocryphal Books in 
our Churches, while ſome Parts of the Scripture 
are omitted to make (as you call it) Room for them, 
and even the binding them in the ſame Volume 
with the Scriptures, is, ſtill, a Matter of mighty 
Offence. The binding them together makes them 
look (you think) as if the one was written by In- 
ſpiration of God, as well as the other, and of the 
fame Authority with it, And yet the Common- . 
Prayer is often found under the ſame Cover, while 
no body takes it (I dare ſay) to be the immediate 
Word of God, ever the more for that: Nor does 
any one take the Hymns and Doxologies that have 
ſometimes been printed and bourd up with the 

alms of David, for the Uſe of Pſalmody, in 
ohr Churches, as well as ours, to be as Canonical, 
ſe Pſalms. I think, we have a Collection of 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs upon a great Variety of 
Divine Subjects, and ſome, particularly, for the 
Lord's Supper, compoſed by Dr. Watis, which he 
has bound up together with his Paraphraſes or 
Tranſlations of certain Portions of Scripture, for 
the Uſe of your Congregations, and the Improve- 
ment of the Pſalmody thereof, Now, do your 
People, Sir, eſteem thoſe of his own Compoſure of 
the ſame Authority with the other, becauſe he has 
thought proper to bind and publiſh them together ? 
And, as to the reading the Apocrypha in our 
Churches, for ——_ of Life, and Inſtruction of the 
Manners © 
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Manners of the People, I know not why it ſhould 
not be held; on all Accounts, as juſtifiable, as ſing- 
ing the Hymns and Songs of that Gentleman, for 
the Increaſe and Furtherance of their Devotion ®, 
That Gentleman, I percefve, does not fail in wth the 
laſt and Inclination of thoſe who think nothing muſt 
be ſung unto God, but the Tranſlations of his own 
Word, And therefore, one would think he could 
not readily fall in with Heir Taſte and Inclination, 
who would have nothing read to the People, beſides 
the Tranſlations of God's Word. And if ſome Part 
of Canonical Scripture be omitted to make room for 
reading the Apocryphal, ſo it is, (and, I think, 
with leſs Reaſon) to make way for ſinging the 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs beforementioned. If 
certain uſeful and inſtructive Parts of the Apocry- 
Pb are read, while long Genealogies, myſterious 

and obſcure Prophecies in the Canonical Books, 
which the Learned themſelves are puzzled with, are 
omitted, this is plainly done for the better Edifi- 
cation of the People, which you, who hold it right 
to forſake the Communion of the Church, only for 


better Edifying, could not (one would think) be 


diſpleaſed at, And the ſame may be ſaid for omit- 
ting, in the Courſe of the Leſſons, ſome other Holy 
and Canonical Scriptures, for inſtance, the Song 
of Solomon, the reading of which, in a mixt and 
popular Aſſembly, by reaſon of its parabolical Turn, 
and peculiar Phraſe, might be attended with ſome 
Inconvenience n. Mr. Peirce, I perceive, is for its 
being read, becauſe, I ſuppoſe, the Church has ot 
appointed it to be read: And if it bad done fo, I 
am pretty confident (ſuch was the Temper and Spi- 
Fit of that Gentleman) he would have been as much 
againſt it, and called the Synod , in his jeering 
m See his Preface to Hymns and Spiritual Songs, p. 10. 
„ Vindicat. of Diſſenters, p. 3. c. 13. O Ibid, © 
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way a wiſe Synod, which had made ſuch an Order 
and Appointment, We ſhould, then, in all like- 
lihood, have been told, that the greateſt Part of 
all popular Congregations would certainly reft in 
the plain and literal, and never carry their 
T houghts into, or reap any Advantage from the 
allegorical and ſpiritual Meaning of that Divine 
Song; that it would, therefore, be apter to caufe 
diſorderly Motions, and to provoke Mirth in light 
and unſettled Minds, than to excite Attention and 
Devotion; and been put in Mind of that Order a- 
mong the Fews, that none ſhould read it, even in 
private, till they were thirty Years old. — After all, 
it is not very ſeemly, or conſiſtent, in this Gentle- 
man and his Brethren, to cenſure the Church of 
England for not publickly reading the whole Scrip- 
ture, if what is commonly ſaid be true, that, in 
ſome of their o Congregations, hardly any at all 
is read, and little, comparatively, where any 7s. 
Mr. Peirce himſelf can't but acknowledge, ? and 
does, that ſetting afide the Pſalms, Epiſtles, and 
Goſpels, more Scripture is read in two Months in 
our Churches, than is done in a Year, in their largeſt 
Meetings. Only he ſays, they read them more in 
their Families, which may be true or otherwiſe, 
for what either he, or I know; eſpecially, now a- 
days, when Family Prayer and reading the Scrip- 
tures are not ſo much uſed as heretofore, 4 and a 
greater Degeneracy in Proportion, in theſe Reſpetts, 
Is reigning and viſible among you, than your con- 
forming Neighbours. And it ſhould be remembred, 
too, how many Families there are of the poorer 
Sort, who have no Bible to read at home, and can- 
not read it, if they had. | | 
Keeping the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church is 
another Stumbling-block in the Way to Confor- 


id. 5 Watiss Humble Attempt, p. 223. > 
mity; 
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mity; when, too, it is notorious, that, in the 
Church of England, no body, now, need keep 
them, unleſs they chuſe it, and that the Way of 
keeping them 1s neither more nor leſs, than going 
to Church to ſay our Prayers, to commemorate 
ſome of the ſpecia] Mercies of God towards us, in 
regard to our Redemption, and to hear the Scrip- 
tures read relative thereto, and to praiſe God for 
the Doctrine and Examples of his holy Apoſtles, 
and other Saints, who were the glorious Inſtruments 
of conveying the Knowledge of Feſus Chrif to us. 
One would wonder how any intelligent Diſſenter 
can be offended at this, more than he is at thoſe 
Days of Solema Thankſgiving to Almighty God for 
his Mercies and Bleſſings of a temporal or civil Na- 
ture, or even thoſe Lectures, that are weekly, or 
occaſionaly preach'd at your Meeting. — And as to 
keeping the Feſtival of our Lord's Nativity, which 
has been more particularly objected to, you ſeem 
not to have, now a-days, ſo far as my Obſervation 
reaches, any & cruples at all about the feaſting Part, 
which is certainly the moſt exceptionable, but 
come as cheerfully into it, as your conforming 
Neighbours, and only Stich at the Religious. And 
you Rick at 7his, it ſeems, becauſe you are not cer- 
rain our Lord was born on that Day on which 
the Church celebrates his Nativity. But ſee, Sir, 
your Inconſiſtence and Partiality — In the ſecond 
Century, there was a great Controveriy between the 
Faſtern and Weitern Churches, about the right 

Day of keeping Eafter. This Mr. Peirce calls * an 
idle Conteſt, and whenever any of your Miniſters 
have Occaſion to ſpeak of it, they repreſent it after 


the ſame manner, and never fail to ſlur the Fathers 


of the Church, as a Company of ſimple, unreaſon- 
able, and perverſe Men, for raiſing ſuch Stirs, and 


r Vingicat, of Diſſenters, Part 3. ch. 11. p. 226. 5 
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making a Schiſm about ſo poor a Point as keeping 
aiter on this or on that Day. But, how comes it, 
then, to pals, that their keeping Eaſter on a wrong 
Day was ſo {mall a Matter, if our keeping Chriſt- 
mas on 2 Wrong (ſuppoſing we really do) is fo 
great a ne; and how are thoſe Fathers to be blamed 
for cont.nding and making a Schiſm about the 
former, if you, and your Brethren are without 
Diane, when you juſtify your Schiſm by the latter. 

{ rruſt now i have plainly ſhewn, that your 
moſt popular Arguments againſt Communion with 
the Church are inſufficient, and, beſides, that they 
equa'iy preſs againſt Communion with your ow 
Churches: And the Matter, as one would imagine, 
might be fafely reſted here. But there may be, 
Perhaps, one Scruple or Difficulty behind; and 

tho?, from the Tenor of that juſt and reaſonable 
Declaration you made to me, which gave Occaſion 
to this, and the former Letter, I ſhould hope it 
would be no Difficulty with you, yet, for fear it 
ſhould, and leſt it ſhould riſe in your Mind, as a 
Retreat and Subterfuge to avoid Conformity, when 
you are fairly beaten out of your other Holds and 
Faſtneſſes, it may not be 1mproper to ſay to it juſt 
ſo much as may be thought ſufficient either to pre- 
vent, or to remove 1t. 

The Scruple or Difficulty is, the Danger 
giving Offence, by Conformity, 10 weak Brethren, 
When the vulgar and more ignorant Sort of Diſ— 
ſenters plead his, they mean no more by giving 
them Offence than making them 27gry, or putting 
them out of Humour, or, at moſt, grieving them, or 
giving them ſome Trouble or Concern, which, (they 
ſay) by all Means ſhould be avoided. No ſurely, 
not by all Means avoided ; not (for Example) by 
offending God, in doing ought 1s contrary to their 
Duty, or neglecting to do ought that Duty requires 
| of 
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of them, Let us go and learn this Leſſon, that we 
are to pleaſe, as well as obey God, rather than Man. 


In the mean while, it is Matter of Wonder, that 


ſince they are ſo afraid of offending Men, no Con- 
ſideration at all ſhould be had of offending as, their 
Brethren of the Church of England, who are, un- 
queſtionably, many more in Number, (tho* we may 
not perhaps, pique ourſelves ſo much upon account 
of our Weatneſs) and, tis like, are as much gr/vd 
and concerned, if not quite ſo angry and diſpleaſed, at 
their Non-conformity, as their Diſſenting Brethren 
could be, at their Conformity to the Church. 

As to you Sir, (I dare fay) you have no Scruple 
of this Sort; I mean, no Fear or Apprehenſion of 
offending, in this Senſe of offending, by your 
Conformity, but are as much {as indeed all ſhould 
be) above the Fear of diſpleaſing any Man whatſo- 
ever, by embracing the Communion of the Church 
of England, when you ſhall come to think, it is, 
in itſelf, a right Thing to do ſo, as you are above 
the Weakneſs of imagining, you ought to continue, 
rather than diſplegſe, in your preſent Separation 
from it. The true Scripture-Notion of Offending 
you are not, I ſuppole, unapprized of: It is neither 
more nor leſs than ſetting a Trap, or Gin, to en- 
ſnare any one, or laying a ſtumbling Block in his 
Way, to occaſion his falling into Sin; and I can 
eaſily conceive how you, or any Man of Senſe, may 
inconſiderately fall into an Opinion, that, by his 
Conformity, ſome weak Chriſtians may be led, or 
drawn into Sin. A Gentleman, like you, of con- 
ſiderable Sway, Authority, and Influence in the 
Place where he lives, or a Miſter in great Repu- 
tation and Eſteem, may conceive, that his Con- 
formity to the Church would be a Hurt to Reli- 
gion, that many who had before a high Opinion of 
his Wiſdom and Integrity, ſeeing his Compliance, 

| © Which 
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which they might hold to be ſinful, and, perhaps, 
alſo, ſuſpect to proceed from other Motives than 
a real Conviction of the Lawfulneſs thereof, might 
be thereby tempted, and the more eaſily reconciled, 
to give way, upon occaſion, to ſinful Compliances 
in other Inſtances, and, perhaps, alſo, in he very 
ame, conforming, as he does, without having re- 
ceived the ſame Satisfaction concerning the Lawful- 
neſs of it which be has; which would be a Sin. And 
I verily believe ſome of your Miniſters themſelves 
keep off from the Communion of the Church, and 
go on in the Ways of Separation, meerly upon this 
Scruple. They could well enough conform, but 
do it not, leſt People ſhould be ſcandalized thereat, 
and Religion receive Damage: And if, among 
theſe, there ſhould be found one of diſtinguiſh'd. 
Learning and Abilities, as well as other Merit, 
who would not wonder and be grieved at it? 
It is not, indeed, a new Thing for the greateſt 
Men (as if they were under ſome Enchantment) 
not to know how to get out of certain particular 
Tracts of thinking, tho? they be ever ſo evidently. 
and palpably wrong ; and that the Way of think- 
ing which theſe Gentlemen are in, is thus palpably 
wrong, you will ſoon be (I hope) made ſenſible, 
You don't think it, I ſuppoſe, a Thing ſcandalous 
in itſelf to live in the Communion of our Church; 
and when *tis conſidered, that you ſay, yourſelves, 
you differ little from the Church in Matters of Do- 
ctrine, but only in Ceremonies and external Rites, 
J hope it will not be thought any great Matter of 
Offence to come over to it. And, indeed, why it 
ſhould be thought a greater Offence for one of yo¹ 
to come over to 6, than you eſteem it for one of 
1, to go over to you, I can't readily comprehend. 
I could never obierve. that any Converſions from 
047 Church to yours were a Grief to you, or that 


any 
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any of you ever diſcouraged them, for fear of their 
giving Offence to weak Conſciences; but, on the 
contrary, have always obſerved, they were Matter 
of great Satisfaction and Content, and always the 
greater, by how much the Perſons were more emi- 
nent and conſiderable in the Church, and their 
Change (conſequently) likely to prove more ſcan- 
dalous. Which evidently ſhews, (as one would 
think) you have no great Notion, that a bare Change 
is any reaſonable Occaſion of Offence. Circumſtan- 
ces, I allow, in particular Caſes, may be ſuch as 
ſhall make it ſo, as when one conforms with ma- 
nifeſt Views of Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, or any 
other Views of a like Sort. But, in the Caſe of 
moſt private Chriſtians, and particularly your own, 
there is little room for any ſuch Suſpicion z and where 
there 1s more, as perhaps there may be in the Caſe 
of Miniſters conforming, 1f they are really ap- 
prehenſive of any ſuch Offence being taken at it, 
it may be, methinks, eaſily prevented, by publiſh- 
ing the Reaſons for their Conformity, and openly 


declating (if they intend to keep their Words) they 


will not accept any Dignities or Preferments in the 
Church fo much above the Value of what they en- 
Joy at preſent, as a reaſonable Man can ſuſpect 
was a Temptation to them, or any Motive and 
Inducement to their Change. And if they think 
not fit to lay themſelves under any Limitations of 
that Sort, as being conſcious of Abilities to do 
God eminent Service in the higher Stations of the 
Church, with a ſincere Deſire and full purpoſe of 
Heart to do him the beſt they can, and ſhall be, by 
his Providence, and the Favour of their Superiors, 
called to them, I know hot why they ſhould de- 
Cline them, ſeeing it is in their Power to prevent 
any Scandal from enſuing, by a conſtant and re- 
gular Conformity, Diligence, and e in 

6 their 
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their high and holy Calling, an humble un- aſpiring 
Mind and Temper, a Conduct on all Occaſions, . 
perfectly diſintereſted, and an exemplary Life. And 
if, Sir, you will look about you, you will ſee In- 
ſtances, * more than one, of Gentlemen who have 
thus conformed, who, far from ſcandalizing any by 
their Conformity, enjoy their Preferments and high 
Stations in the Church with the Applauſe, and live 
in the Eſteem and Veneration of a/l, even of thoſe 
whom they have deſerted. And what theſe have done, 
others, certainly, may do, if they alſo conform upon 
Principle, and with the ſame Purity of Intention to 
ſerve God in the ſacred Miniſtry of this Church; and 
any other than ſuch we deſire to have nothing to do 
with, 
As to offending many, who may be moved, 
by the Opinion they have of you, to follow your 
Example, there really appears to me little Room 
for any Fears and Apprehenſions of that Nature. 
For your People, Sir, whatever, in other Reſpects, 
they may be, are not obſerved, in this, to be like 
Sheep, that when one leaps the Fold, the reſt follow; 
but, on the contrary, when any ennie Member, 
or learned Miniſter of your Churches comes to ſee 
he has Reaſon, and docs, accordingly, reſolve, to 
conform, the People, to they had, before, the 
higheſt Opinion of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and, | 
implicitly relied upon his Authority, generally | 
turn their backs on him, ard bid him go take 7, 
own Courſe, while they purſue therrs, and few Fol- 
low him, unleſs it be with Cenſures and Reproaches 
for his leaving them. Theſe are che only Sins 
which his Conformity is like to lead them into, 
Which, however, hey, and not he muſt be anſwer- 
able for. But if more were to follow his Example, 
I really think, Sir, it would be ſo much the better; 


t Biſhop of O d, &c, 


and 
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and heartily wiſh to God, you were, all, offended af. 
ter that Manner ! For if his Authority were to 
draw you after him, that would be ſo far from a 
real Offence, that it would be the very rever/e of it; 
ſo far from leading you into Sin, that it would 
plainly be plucking you out of it. And indeed, 
whoever of you comes to be fatisfied in his Mind 
of the Lawfulneſs of Conformity, and to think 1t 
his Duty, can do no leſs than endeavour, and take 


all Opportunities to ſatisfy others of it, and if he 


has been, any way, the, Means of perverting them to, 
or ſtrengthening and confirming them m their Non- 
conformity, he is bound, in Duty, 7o take ſome 
Pains to bring them off from it. 1 am, aware, 
you will ſay, you are only afraid of their following 
your Example, againſt their Judgments, and with 
a doubting Conſcience, But be eaſy, Sir, I intreat 
you, upon that Head. For *tis as well, and indeed 
better, they ſhould follow you to Church, whither 
they ought to follow you, with a doubting Con- 
ſcience, than, with the ſame, follow you to the 
Meeting, whither they ought not, as ſome in all 
probability, zow do; who either moved by your 
Authority, or influenced by the Hopes of recom- 
mending themſelves to you, or the Fear of diſ- 
pleaſing, and loſing the Share they may already 
have in your Affections, keep off from the Church, 

which, otherwiſe, they would have reſorted, and 
adhered to. Either way, (you fee) by your Con- 
formity or Non conformity, ſome or other may be 
offended; and, in ſuch a Cafe, what is your Duty 
to do, but to conform, if, upon other Accounts, you 
think hat right, leaving Contingences and Poſſi- 
bilities, which you can neither foreſee nor prevent, 

and are not, therefore, anſwerable for, to the Care 
and Conſciences of others who may be immediately 


concerned in them. 
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I muſt not diſmiſs this Head, without remind- 
5 you of one great Scandal which is really given 
by your Non-conformity, or thoſe unhappy Diſſenti- 

ons that are kept up by you amongſt us. They 
are a mighty Offence to Fewws, T urks, and Infidels, 
and give them unworthy Thoughts of our Holy 
Religion, And thoſe among ourſelves who are 
diſpoſed to think meanly or diſhonourably of it, 
how do they triumph in them, and with what 
Pomp and Aggravation ſet them out to the World, 
as if they really thought them a ſufficient Diſproof 
of Chriſtianity itſelf, or, at leaſt, a legitimate Pre- 
judice againſt it? And the Papiſt, i in regard to the 
Religion of Proteſtants, makes the ſame Uſe of them 
that the Free-Thinker docs, in reference to Chriſtia- 
nily in the groſs. The one will not be a Chriſtian, 
becauſe Chriſtians are /o divided, and becauſe Pro- 
teſtants are / divided, the other will be no Prote- 
ſtant, He is always counting up, with Pleaſure, 
our Hereſies and Schiſms, and from thence arguing, 
that his Church is the one Catholic and Apoſtolic 
Church, and there can he no other. No leſs a Man 
than the late Archbiſhop of Cambray argues, at this 
Rate, againſt no leſs an one than our late excellent 
Biſhop Bull. Is the Catholick Church (ſays he) a 
confuſed Heap of Societies, ſeparated the one from the 
other ? And how can they be that Kingdom of Chriſt 
not divided againſt itſelf, and which never ſhall 
' periſh? And Truth (lays t another, tho? not ſo 
great as he) cannot poſſibly be among 4s; for 
Truth is but one, and when Men have deviated from 
that, the Maze of Error is infinite. Our Diviſions 
are ſet forth, too, as the juſt Judgments of God, 
for having forſaken the Communion of his Church; 
and as this Church and Nation is the chief Support, 
and ſtrongeſt Sanctuary of the Proteſtant Religion, 


8 Mi Hetiere, : 
8 1 
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it is (quoth he) more lamentably divided than al- 
moſt any other. In this Manner (vain Man! ) he 
argues; and no ane Thing, I am perſuaded, has 
helped more to confirm thoſe of His Church in their 
old Errors, and given them more unconquerable 
Averſions to our Religion, than our Diſſentions 
have: As, on the other hand, nothing has more 
help'd to unſettle the Minds of ſome of our own 
People, and make them Converts to Popery. And, 
accordingly, it was obſerved, that, in the late mi- 
ſerable Times, when the Church of England was 
removed, and an innumerable Spawn of Hereſies 
and Schiſms of various Forms and Hues covered 
the Land, not a few, and, of theſe, ſome of no 


mean Rank and Quality, or of no ſmall Account 


for Learning, ſcandalized at our Diviſions, went 
clean off from the Religion of Proteſtants to that 


corrupt Church, as the only Place (they thought) 
wherein they could hope to find either Truth, or 


Peace. I beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of 


God, and in the Bowels of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
lay theſe Things ſeriouſly to Heart. Conſider the 
Miſchief you are doing, by your Diſſention, to our 
Holy Religion, and to the Proteſtant Profeſſion in 
particular, which you always expreſs ſo tender a 
regard for; and when your Mind is forming to it- 
ſelf imaginary Dangers of ſome People's tating Of 
fence at your embracing the Communion of the 
Church of England, for God's ſake, reflect, that, 
by your ſeparating from it, you do really give an 
Offence that is infinitely greater, and more miſ- 

chievous. | | 
And now, Sir, I flatter myſelf it plainly appears 
to you, and will to any other candid and unpre- 
judiced Diffenter, into whoſe Hands theſe Papers 
may happen to fall, that this Scruple or Difficulty 
alſo is both eaſily anſwered, and retorted. And mo 
| ore 
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fore I hope you will now think of acquitting yourſelf 
of the Promiſe you gave me, that you would 

Id think it vour Duty rather to conform lo the 
Church of England, than join yourſelf to any ſepa- 
rate Congregation, in Caſe the common Arguments 
againſt Conformity could either be fairly anfwered, or 
fairly refletted. 

It was a Pleaſure to me, to hear a Gentleman 
talk of the Duty of Conforming in any Caſe, as it 
ſhews, he is not got into the modern, latitudina- 
rian, faſhionable way of thinking, that there 1s no 
ſuch Thing as Duty in relation to that Matter, but 
that every one is as much at Liberty (without any 
regard to Terms of Communion) to be of what 
Church he pleaſes, as he is to go to what Tavern, 
or be of what Club he likes beſt. No wonder, that 
Libertines and Rakes, who commonly make their 
Religion (what they have of it) out of their own 
Heads, ſhould fall in with and embrace ſuch a No- 
tion: But we find it embraced by many who read 
and regard the Bible, as the Rule of their Lives and 
Conducts, and abundance of Pains is taken, more 
eſpecially by thoſe of your Way, to ſpread, and 
make it go current in the World. it muſt be 
confeſſed, tis a Notion admirably well calculated to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of all Gatherers of Churches out 
of Churches: Tho', methinks, too, the Notion is 
not very compatible with that Zeal and Induſtry 
they commonly diſcover in carrying on that Work; 
for if all Churches and Communions are indifferent, 
I know not why any one ſhould give himſelf the 


Jeaſt Trouble in making Proſelytes from one to an-„ 


other; and if he believed in his Heart they really 
were ſo, you may depend upon it, he would not do 
it, unleſs Avarice, Ambition, Faction and Party- 
making, or ſome worldly Intereſt were at bottom. 


I make no 1 888 but you have often uw 4 
al 
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ſaid, as I ſometimes have, that no body will be aſt d 
what Church he was of at the Day of Judgment. 


Surely, a very ſtrange Saying ! For, molt certainly, 
it will then be enquired, not only how we have 


lived and behaved, as Men, but alſo, how we have 


behaved as Chriſtians. as Members of the Church, 

and Subjects of the Kingdom of Chriſt. — Suppoſe 
I ſhould go about to ſeduce you, or any other 
Gentleman, into Treaſon, or actual Rebellion a- 
gainſt his Majeſty, in Favour of a Pretender to his 


Crown, and, for reconciling your Conſcience to it, 


ſhould tell you, you need not fear involving your 
Souls in any Guilt, and endangering your Salvation, 
for that no body will be aſi"d what King he was for 
at the Day of Judgment, would not you be ready to 
fly in my Face, as a profligate and abandoned 


Caſuift, and very unfit to have the Care of Souls? 


Yes, you would: Now, there is juſt as much Senſe, 


Honeſty, and Divinity, in bearing you in hand, 
that 2 will never be enquired, in that Day, what 
Church you were of, to make your Conſcience eaſy 


in the way of Schiſm. And whoever ſhall attempt, 
under fuch Colours as theſe, to entice Men into 
Treaſon, or Rebellion, on the one Hand, or into 
Schiſm, on the other, muſt be a Man either fo 
weak, or fo wicked, as to be very unfit to have the 
Direction of Mens Conſciences. 

We have known Scripture, moſt abſurdly and 
ridiculouſly quoted, in Support of that Notion, viz. 
to ſhew, that no body need be concerned about zh1s 
or that Religion, and leſs ſtill, his or that Church, 
or Communion of Chriſtians, but only provide for a 


good Life; as, particularly, that Declaration of St. 


Peter, in every Nation he that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs is accepted of bim. No 
doubt but whoever fears God, and works Righte- 
ouſnels, as Cornelius did, will be accepted, as cou 
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fore I hope you will now think of acquitting yourſelf 
of the Promiſe you gave me, that you would 

Id think it your Duty rather to conform io the 
Church of England, than join yourſelf to any ſepa- 
rate Congregation, in Caſe the common Arguments 
againſt Conformity could either be fairly anſwered, or 


rh reflected. | 
It was a Pleaſure to me, to hear a Gentleman 


talk of the Duty of Conforming in any Caſe, as it 
ſhews, he is not got into the modern, latitudina- 


rian, faſhionable way of thinking, that there 1s no 


ſuch Thing as Duty in relation to that Matter, but 
that every one is as much at Liberty (without any 
regard to Terms of Communion) to be of what 


Church he pleaſes, as he is to go to what Tavern, 


or be of what Club he likes beſt. No wonder, that 
Libertines and Rakes, who commonly make their 
Religion (what they have of it) out of their own 
Heads, ſhould fall in with and embrace ſuch a No- 
tion : But we find it embraced by many who read 
and regard the Bible, as the Rule of their Lives and 
Conducts, and abundance of Pains is taken, more 
eſpecially by thoſe of your Way, to ſpread, and 
make it go current in the World. It muſt be 


confeſſed, tis a Notion admirably well calculated to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of all Gatherers of Churches out 


of Churches: Tho', methinks, too, the Notion is 
not very compatible with that Zeal and Induſtry 
they commonly diſcover in carrying on that Work; 
for if all Churches and Communions are indifferent, 
I know not why any one ſhould give himſelf the 
leaſt Trouble in making Proſelytes from one to an- 

other; and if he believed in his Heart they really 
were ſo, you may depend upon it, he would ar do 
it, unleſs Avarice, Ambition, Faction and Party- 
making, or ſome worldly Intereſt were at bottom. 


I make no Queſtion but you have often _ 'x 
al 
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ſaid, as I ſometimes have, that no body will be aſt d 
what Church he was of at the Day of Tudgment. 


Surely, a very ſtrange Saying ! For, moſt certainly, 
it will then be enquired, not only how we have 


lived and behaved, as Men, but alſo, how we have 


behaved as Chriſtians, as Members of the Church, 
and Subjects of the Kingdom of Chriſt. — Suppoſe 


I ſhould go about to ſeduce you, or any other 


Gentleman, into Treaſon, or actual Rebellion a- 
gainſt his Majeſty, in Favour of a Pretender to his 
Crown, and, for reconciling your Conſcience to it, 
ſhould tell you, you need not fear involving your 
Souls in any Guilt, and endangering your Salvation, 
for that no body will be aſt'd what King he was for 
at the Day of Judgment, would not you be ready to 
fly in my Face, as a profligate and abandoned 


Caſuiſt, and very unfit to have the Care of Souls? 


Yes, you would: Now, there is juſt as much Senſe, 


Honeſty, and Divinity, in bearing you in hand, 
that it will never be enquired, in that Day, what 
Church you were of, to make your Conſcience eaſy 


in the way of Schiſm. And whoever ſhall attempt, 
under ſuch Colours as theſe, to entice Men into 
Treaſon, or Rebellion, on the one Hand, or into 
Schiſm, on the other, muſt be a Man either {o 
weak, or {o wicked, as to be very unfit to have the 
Direction of Mens Conſciences. 

We have known Scripture, moſt abſurdly and 
ridiculouſly quoted, in Support of that Notion, viz. 
to ſhew, that no body need be concerned about zhzs 
or that Religion, and leſs ſtill, his or that Church, 
or Communion of Chriſtians, but only provide for a 


good Life; as, particularly, that Declaration of St. 


Peter, in every Nation he that feareth God, and 
wor let Righteouſneſs is accepted of him. No 
doubt but whoever fears God, and works Righte- 
ouſneſs, as Cornelius did, will be accepted, as * 
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nelius was; that is, his Righteouſneſs will recom- 
mend him to God, may be a Means to procure 


him ſome farther Grace, and, perhaps, to bring 
him, if he be a Gentile, as it did that Roman 


Soldier, to the Knowledge of the Truth, as it is in 


Jeſus. Or, if it be ſuppoſed that Acceptance unto 
Salvation is here meant, I ſhall move no Contro- 
verſy about that, provided the Phraſes fearing God, 
and working Righteouſneſs be but interpreted fairly, 
in their juſt Latitude and Extent, ſo as to take in 
walking in all the Ways of God's Holy Laws, and 
all the Works of his Commandments. For /o in- 
terpreted, they will not fit thoſe who break one of 
his firſt and great Cemmandments, by ſowing Diſ- 
ſentions, and cauſing Diviſions and Offences in his 


Church. — But I ſee I am running, and that need- 


leſsly, from my Subject, there being, I am fatisfi- 
ed, no Danger you will ever be caught into an 
Opinion of the Indifferency of all Churches and 


Communions, by ſo crude a Saying, and ſuch a 


palpable Miſapplication of Scripture, in Support of 
it, as I have now mentioned. All the Danger is of 


your falling rather into the other Opinion, of the 


Neceſlity of ſeparating from any Church, as parti- 
cularly ours, for ſlight and inſufficient Reaſons, too 


weak to bear the Weight and Streſs of ſuch a for- 


mal and total Separation, as is laid upon them. 
Since I have happened to paſs this Cenſure upon 


the Inſufficiency of thoſe Reaſons, which are com- 


monly urged in Juſtification of your Diſſent, and 


pronounced them too weak to bear the Sireſs that is 
laid upon them, you may, perhaps, be deſirous to 


know, what really 26, in my Opinion, ſufficient to 
juſtify ſuch a Separation as yours is; nor ſhall I be 


unwilling to add a Word or two, for the farther 
Explanation of my Senſe of that Matter. I am not, 
Sir, afraid to ert, that nothing will juſtify. your 


Separation, 
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Separation, but the impoſing of finful Terms of 
Communion upon the Laity, Upon the Laity, I 
ſay again, that you may remark it. You, Sir, 
who are Laics, may very honeſtly and conſcien- 
tioufly come to Church, and ſay your Prayers with 
us, whether the Gentlemen, your Miniſters; could 
or could t make the uſual Subſcription and De- 
claration, or take the Oath of Canonical Obedience 
to the Biſhop, and whether they had, or had not 
Reaſon to refuſe it. *Tis evident, you have no 
manner of Concern in thoſe Things. And if thoſe 


' who would be Miniſters hold it unlawful to comply 


with them ; they may let it alone, and betake 
themſelves to ſome other Profeſſion, or way of 
Life, wherein they may cat their Bread with a quiet 
Conſcience, and Gladneſs of Heart, and not be diſ- 
quieted with Remorſe, either for complying on the 
one hand, with the Conditions of Miniſterial Con- 
formity againſt their Judgments, or for diſturbing, 
on the other, the Peace of the Church, for the 


Sake of a Maintenance. No body, Sir, goes about 


to compel theſe Gentlemen to enter into the Mi- 
niſtry : No body wants or deſires them to do it. 
We are enough, of ourſelves, to anſwer all the 
Wants and Occaſions of the Church; or, if more 
Labourers were wanting, we could have them, and 


ſuch, too, as believe and - contend, that the Terms 
of their Miniſterial Conformity are lawful, and may 


be very conſcientiouſſy complied with. And as to 
thoſe who are already in the Miniſtry among you, 
let them ſhew their Chriſtian Fortitude in truſting 


to God to provide for them, while they attend our 


Churches in the Character of Laymen, as they well 
know many of the old Non- conformiſts, their pre- 
tended Fathers, and many alſo of our Clergy lately 


did, when they could not comply with the State 


Oaths that were required of them, in order to the 
Exerciſe 


— = — — - _ - — — — — = — — Us * ” -- — — — m 
© al n 2 3 " ” — — — — — 2 * — * 2 —— _ * _ = . — OE A __ 2 — — 
26 = Sx; 1 _ * r 2 rot #9 dE od 2 1 — 4 7 - . . - r — . ö 
SY — >>» = 1 a =oh a: ya A * 4 - — ora ae; r ä 
& » oY y 4 2 > no . 3 5 = > . . e 3 — 7 . 
1 . > . 3 — — Th r —— - kw * * 232. 2 2 by 
= 2 — — * * £ - 2 1 The 3 1 1 = = RS. — — A 
2 * a — * mm 8 2 * Wc Lug oC. hoy SS... — — — ? * — a + SL 0 
8 - — -- 


— 
— 
— a1 


= 
oy 


4s, 


TIS EF 


I nnd — 
AG 


wal”. . 
PT WO 


. 1 
0 


„ IR ONES 
4 — dr * 31 — wk oy * 


= TSS as" 


58 The third Letter concerning the 


| Exerciſe of their Miniſtry ; and not cover themſelves 
with the Pretence of a Moe unto them if they preach 
not the Goſpel, which has no Relation to heir Caſe. 
And this, ſurely, tho? it were ever ſo inconvenient on 
any worldly Account, rather than make ſo fearful 
a Schiſm in the Church, it is their Duty to do, un- 
leſs they believe that the Terms of Lay-commu- 
nion are ſinful allo. But this I don't perceive is 
pretended. On the contrary, Dr. Calamy himſelf 
expreſly ſays, The Terms of Communion with the 
eſtabliſp'd Church are not pretended to be ſinful ab- 
ſolutely. All he contends for is, that they are ſo 
reſpectively, or by Reaſon (as I ſuppoſe he means) 
of preſent Circumſtances and Conjunctures. Bur, 
\ ſurely, thoſe Circumſtances and Conjunctures muſt - 
be very extraordinary that can juſtify ſuch a Schiſm, 
upon account of Things which, all the while, are 
confeſſed to be materially lawful, At this rate, 
they may make any Thing, or whatever they pleaſe, 
unlawful. For *tis only ſaying, that in regard to 
Circumſtances and Conjunctures (which Imagina- 
tion will eaſily frame and invent) or by reaſon of 
the Temper of the preſent Times, the State of 
Things or Diſpoſition of Perſons, they hold it ne- 
ceſſary or very adviſeable to oppole it. And when 
it is once thought adviſcable to reſiſt and oppoſe it, 
complying with it, be fure, will ſoon be a Crime, 
and preſently commence reſpectively jinful. 

In the Enquiry, therefore, whether the preſent 
Separation be juſtifiable, I look upon all to be im- 
pertinent, and quite foreign to the Buſineſs in hand, 
that does not, or 1s not pretended to ſhew, that 
the Church requires, as Terms of Communion, of 
the Laiety, ſomething that is ſinful. And would 
your Miniſters proceed in this way, let them write 
on, in the Name of God, and ſpare not. But 
heaping together a few Matters which are only, 

| perhaps, 
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perhaps, inconvenient, or of ſmall Uſe, but are not 

pretended to be ſinful, or any way deſtructive of Sal- 
vation, and propoſing hem to the People, as a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for their Separation, is a molt unrea- 
ſonable, an unſcriptural, and uncatholic Proceeding. 
It is not enough, to ſay, there are in the Church 


ſome Defects, ſome Abuſes have grown up in it, 


and this and that might have been ordered better 
than it is. This may, poſſibly, be the Caſe, in 
ſome few Particulars, in our Church, as, doubtleſs, 
it is in all other Churches, and, among em, in your 
own. And if it be, you are welcome to uſe your 
Endeavours, that thoſe Defects may be ſupplied, 
or Irregularities reformed. But, for God's Sake, 
Sir, let it be in a Chriſtian and peaceable way, I 
mean, with keeping in the Communion of the 
Church; and that, I'll venture to ſay, would af- 
ford you greater Opportunities and Advantages, 
and give you more Power and Influence than you 
can now poſſibly have for bringing about the Re- 
gulations you deſire, and, in all likelihood, be, at 
laſt, if they are fit and reaſonable, a Means to effect 
them. But whether thoſe Things be ever regu- 
lated, or not, People are not to be taught, that a 
few ſuch Matters will juſtify your Separation in 
God's Sight. This Doctrine, I muſt take the Li- 
berty to ſay, is falſe and dangerous. And to teach 
it is juſt the ſame Thing, as if you were to collect 


and put together ſome of the common Errors and 


Miſcarriages of Government, or a few unequal and 
inconvenient Laws, and make a Book of them, and 
then call it, A Vindication of your withdrawing your 
Allegiance from his Majeſty, and taking up Arms a- 

gainſt him, | 
That the accumulating ſmall Defects and Irre- 
gularities, (often only imaginary ones) is your com- 
mon and moſt approved Way of attacking our 
| HS.” Church, 
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Church, and juſtifying your Separation from it, is 
evident from your Books, and particularly, from 
your Plain Reaſons for Diſſenting from the Commu- 
nion of the Church of England. This is the Way 
and Manner of that Book, which, nevertheleſs, by 
the many Impreſſions it has had, one may eaſily 
judge is approved by the Body of Diſſenters, as a 
juſt Vindication of your Diſſention. The ſuper- 
cilious Ignorance of its Author, in divers Particu- 
lars, has been properly chaſtiſed, and ſufficiently 
expoſed in a ſmall Pamphlet lately publiſhed. Se- 
veral of his Reaſons I have already retorted upon 
yourſelves ; but there 1s yet one which ] have, me- 
thinks, a great Inclination to take ſome Notice of 
here, tho', perhaps, it may be out of Place, as I 
have given you, before, ſome hopes of having 
made an End, and ſaid the utmoſt I could againſt 
you. For we Letter-writers, Sir, have a Privi- 
lege, which I have, at this Time, a mind to claim, 
of ſetting down our Thoughts as they offer them- 
ſelves, without ſcrupulouſly adhering to ſtrict and 
cloſe Method. He has then (I fay) one Reaſon 


which it may be proper to take Notice of, becauſe _ 


it labours under the fame Misfortune with thoſe I 
have before been conſidering, being weak in itſelt, 
and yet, with the Ie Force it has, recoiling upon 
the Reaſoner's Head. Me leave (ſays he) the Com- 
munion of the Church of England, becauſe, it has 
often ſhewn a perſecuting Hhixit. *T'is well, he 
can't ſay, it has ſhewn a dividing Spirit, and actu- 
ally divided itſelf, by an open Schiſm, from a ſound 
Part of the Catholic Church, and that, too, eſta- 
bliſh*d by all the Authority in being. That indeed, 
would have been an unanſwerable Reaſon for your 
Diſſenting, worth all the reſt in his Book. But 
what intelligent Chriſtian, or ſenſible Man would 
ever ſay, that its having often ſhewn a perſecuting 

Spirit 
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Spirit was a plain Reaſon for your Diſſenting from 
it? Did the Church perſecute, at any Time, its 


own Members? Were you, or your Fathers ever 


erſecuted, while they continued in the Church? 
And were they driven out of it by thoſe Perſecu- 
tions? Was their being perſecuted, the Cauſe of 
their Separation, and not rather the Effect and Con- 


ſequence thereof? Or is it meant, that its having, 


in former Times, perſecuted others, was a ſufficient 
Cauſe for your leaving it mow ? Its having been 


formerly ſevere upon thoſe that are without, is that 


a Reaſon why thoſe who are now within, ſhould go 


out, and forſake its Communion ? I take upon me, 


Sir, abſolutely to deny, that its being zow (if it 
really was) of a perſecuting Spirit, or its actual Per- 
ſecution, at this very Time, of any, is a ſufficient 
Ground for any one's renouncing its Communion z 
nor would I renounce the Communion of the very 


Church of Rome, ſolely on account of its Perſecutions, 


great and many as they have been, or may now be, and 
if its manifold Idolatries, and other Terms of Com- 
munion, downright ſinful, which it impoſes upon 
all, Laity as well as Clergy, did not oblige me to 
it. But our Churches having formerly (if it ever 
did) perſecuted any, when 1t 1s not pretended to do 
ſo now, has not ſo much as the Shew of a good 
Reaſon for Diſſenting. But let it be thought, Sir, 
as good an one as you pleaſe, ſince it is equally 
good, nay, truly, beter, againſt your own Churches, 
whether called Preſbyterian, or Independent : For 


each of theſe diſcovered, in the Day of their Power, 


as much, and, indeed, more, of that Spirit. There 
is not the leaſt Appearance of our Church's having 
diſquieted and opprefſed any, on account of Reli- 
gion, for more, now, than half a Century; and 
it has given thereby good Proof, that it is not zow, 
whatever it may have been heretofore, of a perſe- 
N cuting 
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cuting Spirit. And tho' many Individuals among 
you are, doubtleſs, averſe, equally perhaps, with 
yourſelf, or with the Church of England, to all man- 
ner of Perſecution, yet we cannot be ſure the ſame 
Chriſtian and equitable Spirit would appear in your 


Churches, acting collectively, on any Occaſion where 


thev ſhould have full Scope to ſhew what Manner 
of Spirit they were of, The Preſumption, I think, 
lies rather againſt them, and will lie, *till they get 


y uppermoſt again, and have thereby an Opportunity 


to let their Moderation be known to all Men. — So, 
Sir, you ſce, this Reaſon is not only as ſtrong, but 


really fronger againſt Communion with your 


Churches, than with OUTS. 

J proteſt to you, Sir, I cannot but marve], that 
theſe Gentlemen are not more afraid to ſcatter-a- 
mong you ſuch Reaſons (and, I ſuppoſe, they are 
the beſt they have) for diſſenting, as, with the leaſt 
turn of Thought, may be employed againſt them- 
ſelves. This, ſurely, is great Temerity, or very 


unwiſe Management, unleſs it may be ſuppoſed they 


are fo well acquainted with the ſtubborn Prejudices 
of their People, that they can ſafely rely upon 
them, and be aſſured, that whatever Reaſons ſhall 
be offered them they will accept? as good, without 


giving themſelves the Trouble to fift and examine 


them, or view them in any other Light than they 


ſhall think proper to place them in. But for my 


own Part, I don't think you are all ſuch Folks, and 
hope better Things of many of you. And as we 
are told by Monſieur Paſcal of a certain Free-think- 
ing Gentleman, ſaying to one of his Infidel Com- 
panions, 1f you diſpute at this rate, you'll certainly 
make me a Chriſtian, ſo, if theſe Gentlemen, your 
Miniſters, reaſon at this rate, in Support of your 
Separation, I ſhall have great Hopes ey will make 


not only you, but many others, good Churchmen. 
For 
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For indeed, Sir, Iam greatly miſtaken, if I have 
not ſhewn, that their great and moſt popular Reaſon- 
ings in the Defence of it, are frivolous and inſuffi- 
cient, and 'if now, at laft, they appear ſo to you, 
Conformity, you muſt own, will be your Duty. 
If you think I have failed in this Part, and that 
your Objections, notwithſtanding all I have faid, 
are ſtill good; yet, if you judge I have ſuc- 
ceeded in the other Part, if you now find your 
Objections pinch yourſelves, as much as ws, if 
you plainly perceive (as now I hope you do) 
there are in your Churches, Inexpediencies for In- 
expediencies, Defects for Defects, Blemiſhes for 
Blemiſhes, Irregularities and Abuſes for Abuſes and 
Irregularities in ours, your Obligation to Confor- 
mity ſtill remains. In ſuch a Caſe, you can't pre- 
tend any Obligation upon Conſcience to oppoſe the 
eſtabliſh'd Religion, by forming Parties againſt it, 
or by withdrawing your own Submiſſion from it, but 
may as well conform, as diflent. And then, there 
are many external Conſiderations, and Views of public 
Utility which will make it your Duty, and ſhould 
determine you to do ſo. Your Conformity, Sir, to 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion (in that Caſe) is but ſhew- 
ing a proper Deference and Reſpect to the Laws, and 
publick Wiſdom of your Country. It will be add- 
ing Strength and Security to the Government (for 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion has been always eſteemed 
the Pillar and Support of it) and be promotive of 
civil Peace. And as the eſtabliſb'd is alſo the ge- 
neral Religion, embraced and profeſſed by the vaſt 
Majerity of the People, your falling in and comply- 
ing with that will be purſuing the trueſt, the ſureſt 
and molt effectual, as well as the moſt compendious 

Way for the reſtoring and eſtabliſhing Chriſtian 
Peace and Unity among us. It will be doing your 
Part towards putting an End to thoſe Diviſions that 

| have 
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have ſo long troubled us, and bringing about that 
happy Union among us, which all good Chriſtians 


and Proteſtants ſo ardently wiſh for, and pant after. 


Theſe Confiderations, which are of great Moment, 
J leave, Sir, upon your Mind, and earneſtly com- 


D it ee * N n 


mend you to God's Holy Guidance and Direction. ! 
A F | 
Your mojs Humble Servant, 
Nayland, | OE, 
April, 19th 1745. J O HN WHITE; 
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APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


Some CONSIDER AT TONS on the Law- 


fulneſs, Expediency and Neceſſity of re- 
quiring all who are to be admitted to the 
Miniſtry, or to any Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ment in the Church of England, or to be 
Preachers or Teachers in any Diſſenting 
Congregation to ſubſcribe the Articles of 
Faith and Religion, 


And ſetting forth 


The Inconſiſtencies between the notorious Practiſes 


of Diſſenters, and the avowed Principles of 
many of them touching that Matter. 
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T: the Second and Third Lattarn to a Gentleman 


Diſſenting from the Church of England, I have 
been retorting the moſt popular Reaſons of 
Diſſenters againſt Conformity, upon themſelves. 
But becauſe Subſcription, (I mean /mple Subſcrip- 
tion without regard to the Matter of it) altho“ 
grievouſly exclaimed againſt by many Diſſenters, is 
not yer alledged (ſo far as I know) by any Diſſent- 
ing Writer, as a Reaſon againſt ſo much as Mini- 
ſterial, and much leſs againſt Lay-Conformity to 
the Church, I thought it would be proper to reſerve 
the Conſideration of their practical Contradictions 
to their own Principles touching this Matter, to a 
Place by itſelf. And I have done it the rather, be- 
cauſe what I have to offer upon this Head will not 
affect all the Diſſenters, but only a Part of them, 
as will appear, in the Sequel, more at large. After 
premiſing, therefore, ſome Things concerning the 
Lawfulneſs, the Expediency, and Neceſſity of Sub- 
ſcription to Articles of Religion, required of thoſe 
who would be received into the Miniſtry, I ſhall 
repreſent the profeſſed Principles and Sentiments of 
divers Diſſenters concerning that Matter, ſhewing 
that they eſteem it a moit unwarrantable Thing, and 
yet, at the ſame Time ſubmit, and do, of their own 

accords, other Things that are tantamount to it. 
We hear, at every turn, of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs and intolerable Harſhneſs of ſuch Subſcription, 
and how barbarous it is to ſtretch the Conſciences of 
Men to the Length of our own Notions. This, we 
muſt know, is an ingenious Alluſion to the famous 
12 Story 
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Story of the Attic Robber. And, in good truth, 

it was an unhandſome thing to ſerve Strangers in 
the Manner they ſay he did. But if, inſtead of 
dragging them to his Bed, and forcing chem to lie in 
it, and then cutting or ſtretching them to the Length 
of it, he had provided for them a great Variety of 
Beds, and bid every Man chuſe for himſelf, accord- 
ing to his Stature, and take his Reſt, he had 
never been the Theme and Execration of School- 
Boys, but would have paſſed in the World, and been 
tranſmitted down to us, for a moſt. friendly and 
hoſpitable Perſon. And if any, out of a fooliſh 
Ambition to lie in the richeſt Bed, while there 
were others as warm, and more eaſy, ſhould ſecretly, 
and without the Knowledge of his Hoſt, either lop, 
or ſtretch, and put himſelf to Torture, to make 
himſelf even with it, he could only have blamed his 
own Folly. The Application of this is mighty 
caſy. We have in England Religions good ſtore ; 
and if the Eſtabliſhed does not fuit the Size and 
Faſhion of any ones Conſcience, he is at Liberty to 
accommodate himſelf with another that may ſuit ir 


better. But if, for covetous or ambitious Ends, he 


will needs be promoted in the eſtabliſh*d Church, 
and for that End, will violate and give a fecret 
Wound to his Conſcience by fraudulent Subſcriptions, 


I know not whom he ſhould blame but himſelf. I 


hope, not the Church, which he thus infamouſly de- 
ceives, and impoſes upon by his Prevarication. 
Sometimes we are aſk'd, what Directions there 


are in Scripture concerning Miniſters ſubſcribing 
Articles of Faith, and what Warrant and Authority | 


we have there tor ſuch a Practiſe. Why, the Scrip- 
tures require Miniſters 2 tate heed to their Doctrine, 
to ſhew Uncorruptneſs in it, and to hold the Myſtery 
of Faith in a good Conſcience z and that the Church 


may have ſome Aſſurance of their doing fo, or- 


dain 
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dain, that they be firſt proved, and then admitted 
to their Office, being found blameleſs, 1 Tim. iii. 10. 
where the Apoſtle plainly intimates, and even in- 
Joins ſome Trial and Probation of thoſe who 
are to be advanced to the Miniſtry, as well in 
reference to their holding the Myſtery. of Faith, 
as to their keeping a good Conſcience, But the 
Form and Method of Probation not being deter- 
mined, that is evidently left to the Determinations 
of human Prudence, and the Diſcretion of Church 
Governours. And then, the Subſcription-way, I 
gueſs, may be as prudently taken, as any other. 
The Church of England has choſen this way : The 
Church of Scotland has done the ſame, obliging 
all, not only before they are ordained, but before 


they are licenſed to pray and preach as Probatio- 
ners, to ſign the Weſtminſter Confeſſion ; and all the 
Proteſtant Churches beyond the Seas prove the Faith 


of their Candidates for the Miniſtry, either by Sub- 
{criptions, or ſolemn Oaths, or both, which they 
repeat, upon divers Occaſions, And ſome of thele, 
particularly thoſe of France, had got far beyond 1s 
in the Matter of Subſcription, and carried it to 
other-guiſe Heights than 1s done here, as whoever 
will turn over Mr. Quick's Synodicon will plainly 
tee. And if Subſcription was no way founded on 
the Word of God, it 1s plainly dictated by com- 
mon Senſe, which cries loudly, that the Church 
has a Right to demand it, and that none need make 
any Scruple to comply with 1t, For what 15 more 
evident to common Senſe than this, that zhoſje 4% 


whom the Depoſitum of the Chriſtian Faith is com- 


mitted ſhould be themſelves ſound in the Faith, and 
give proper Evidence of their being ſo to thoſe who are 
40 put that Truſt into their Hands; and this again, that 


none need make any Difficulty to ſubſcribe with their 


Hands what they really believe with their Hearts. 
As 
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As to the Expediency and Neceſſity of ſuch Sub- 
ſcription, that is as great and evident as the Ex- 
pediency and Neceſſity of preſerving the Honour 
and Reputation of the Church, and the Purity of 
Religion, by preventing Diverſity of Opinions. 
For if Subſcription to Creeds and Forms of Ortho- 
doxy was once laid aſide, if the Doors of the 
Church were ſet wide open, and all that would, 
only owning the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
might be admitted to her Miniſtry, that glorious 
Confuſion Infidels pant after would come on a- pace, 


and Chriſtianity, without their Help, would be ſoon 


writ and preach*d out of the World. Every Pariſh 
might have a Syſtem of Divinity peculiar to itſelf, 
nay, there might be divers in the ſame Pariſh, 
The Doctor, in the Morning, would teach his Peo- 
ple Orthodoxy, and the Afternoon Preacher give 


them a Lecture of rank Arianiſm. The next 


Lord's Day a Diſciple of Socinus finds Means to 
get into the Pulpit, and undertakes to confute 
both; and then, one after another, twenty Species 
beſides of Hereticks or Enthuſiaſts, for whom, at 
preſent, we have no Names, ſhall mount it, to 
give Vent to ſome Peculiarities of their own. This 
is the bleſſed State of Religion which a promiſcuous 
and undiſtinguiſhing Admittance into the ſacred 
Miniſtry of all Perſons, who ſtill believe the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God, would introduce. 
Great Joy for Infidels and Libertines! It might, 
poſſibly, bring ſome of theſe Folks, now and then, 
to Church (as they go to the Bear-Garden) meerly 

for Sport and Paſtime. But thoſe who are ſerious | 
would have no Heart to go thither, and might 
think it better to ſtay at Home, mourn in Secret, 
and try th diſcover what is true Religion and unde- . 
filed be fin God, in their own Cloſets. And Men of 
Weak ju.gments would be in Danger of turning 


Scepcicks, 
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Scepticks, or of going over to downright Infidelity. 
This indeed might not immediately be the Caſe, 
tho? all Subſcriptions were to be no removed. For 
the preſent Clergy, *tis like, and I do believe, would 
be, in general, the ſame Men that they are now. 
But when theſe are gone off the Stage, and ſuc- 
ceeded by others, who may differ, perhaps, as 
much in their Principles and Beliefs, as they do in 
their Countenances, then is the Time we may expect 
to taſte the Fruits of this hopeful Scheme of Liberty. 

I have not complimented, I hope, the preſent. 
Clergy above what they deſerve. For tho? it is 
ſaid, ſome of them do indulge themſelves in an un- 
warrantable Latitude of thinking, and have fallen 
away from the Catholick Faith which they have 
formerly ſubſcribed to, I am perſuaded there are 
not many of this Sort. Such as there are, *tis like, 
if all Forms of Subſcription that ſtand in their 
way, were removed, would, by Degrees, throw off 
their Diſguiſes, and ſhew themſelves, in their pub- 
lick Adminiſtrations and Inſtructions, quite other 
Sort of Men, than they may now, poſſibly, ap- 
pear to be. But as Things are at preſent, they will 
not commonly take the Boldneſs, in the Face of 
their Pariſhes, and in open Contradiction to their 
recorded Subſcriptions, (which they may, and, per- 
| haps, hope, they ſhall have Occaſion to repeat) and 

to thoſe Forms which they are daily uſing, to op- 
poſe the received Faith. At leaft, they will W 
do it by poſitive and expreſs Negatives, by open a- 
vowed Attacks,” but only by dark and doubling Ex- 
preſſions, diſtant Innuendos, and conſequential Argu- 
ments, which as they will paſs unobſerved by Nine- 
teen in Twenty of their Hearers, will not give that 
great and general Offence I have been juſt before 
repreſenting. This was the Way of a late learned 
Doctor in his Sermons, There are many Sentences 
| | = ſcattered 
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feattered throughout ſetting forth, or implying Aria- 


niſm, as his Right Reverend Editor obſerves. But 


had it not been for Creeds and certain Forms of 
Prayer he was muzzled with, inſtead of Sentences 
ſcattered, up and down, implying Arianiſm, we 
ſhould have had, in all likelihood, Arianiſm pro- 


Felſed, and he would have been, in his Diſcourſes 


from the Pulpit, as unreſerved, as he is in his 
Scripture- Doctrine of the Trinity, and other Writ- 
ings. In fine, if ever theſe Checks and Reſtraints 
Mall be taken off, ſuch Offences will come oftener 
from the Pulpit, and grow, gradually, more and 
greater, as the preſent Clergy wear away; and the 
Prefs, in concert with the Pulpit, will daily groan 
with new and ſtrange Doctrines, as it has done, of 


late, with Harangues againſt Creeds, and Subſcrip- 


tion to them. | 

There is Reaſon to believe the far greater Part 
of theſe have flowed from the Pens of Difſenters ; 
and ſome doubtleſs have come from the Infidel 
Quarter. I am ready to do many Diſſenters the 
Juſtice to own, that, as they hold. to ſound and 
Catholick Principles, in Oppoſition to the Hereſies 
now prevailing, ſo they are no Enemies to, but have 


been good Advocates for Creeds and Subſcriptions 


to them againſt their own Brethren. But if we be- 
lieve the Gentlemen of this latter Sort, ſubſcribing 
che Doctrines of Chriſtianity in any Form of Words 
of Man's deviſing, is diſcrediting the Perfection of 
the Holy Scriptures, and throwing. Dirt upon them, 


undermining the Principles of the Reformation, and 
laying the Foundation of Popery, an Encroachment 


upon Chriſtian Liberty, encouraging 1mpoſitions, ſei- 
ting up a Tyrannical Power, and even an Inquiſition 
in the Church, nor can Truth and Peace be preſerved 
(as one or two of them wildly ſay) 'i this Engine 


of the Devil be overthrown, This and a great deal 
| more 


4 P 
more in the like Strain, may be found in the Writ- 
ings of Non-Subſcribers, with which the World 
ſwarmed ſomewhat above twenty Years ago, dur- 
ing the famous Controverſy about the Trinity. And 
the Non-Subſcribers, unleſs I am greatly miſtaken, 
were a good Majority of the London Miniſters. 
Whether they were, before that Time, of theſe 
Principles, or took them up, as convenient at that 
critical Funfture, to ſkreen themſelves from any 
further Enquyry into their Faith, which might have 
ended in their being deprived of their publick Mi- 
niſterial Uſefulneſs, their Brethren for the Subſcrip- 
tion, muſt be allowed to be the beſt Judges. But 
I who know them no otherwiſe than by ſuch of 
their Writings as have happened to fall into my 
Hands, am willing to embrace the former Opinion, 
as the moſt charitable, vz. that theſe, all along, 
were their ſettled Principles, and that they writ, at 
that Time, no otherwiſe of theſe Matters, than 
they were always uſed to think of them. 

Who, now, would think any other, than that theſe 
Gentlemen ordain heir Miniſters, without aſking 
any Queſtions about their Opinions and Beliefs ? 
Who would not ſuppoſe, that they take in all, what- 
ever Principles they are known to be of, or tho? 
nothing of their Principles be known more than 
this, that they are Chriſtians? If I were to take it 
into my Head to become a Paſtor to one of their 
Congregations, where my Principles were well 
known, might not I fairly expect not to be rejected, 
on thoſe Accounts ? And yet, if I ſhould reckon 
upon 7hat, I am afraid I ſhould ſoon find J had rec- 
koned wrong, and flattered myſelf too much. It- 
runs ſtrangely in my Head, I ſhould ſtand but a bad 
Chance, and find it an up-hill Buſineſs to mount one 
of their Pulpits, with the Weight of all my Litur- 
gical, Prelatical, Catholick Principles about me. 
| RE And 
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And if another was to offer himſelf to them, but, 
at the ſame Time, was reſolved to keep his Prin- 
ciples to himſelf, and let them know of him no 
more than that he believed the Bible to be the 
Word of God, and all it contains to be true, could 
he reaſonably ſuppoſe he ſhould no? be accepted? 
and yet I fancy he muſt open himſelf a little more 
than this comes to, before the Doors of the Meet- 
ing will be open to him, They will certainly de- 
mand, and he muſt give them, before he is ad- 
mitted, ſome farther Proof and Evidence of his 
Orthodoxy. And if an innocent Error about the 
Trinity or Incarnation ſhould chance to be no Bar 
to his Preferment, nor make him leſs acceptable 
to the People, yet there are other Points of more 
fayourite Importance wherein it will be expected he 
ſhould be found orthodox. He muſt be an Arminian, 
to pleaſe ſome; an Anti-Arminian, and very ſtaunch 
in the five Points, to be accepted of others. And 
I have been informed of a Congregation who were 
uſed to be called Preſbyterians, the Heads of which, 
upon loſing their Miniſter, who, it ſeems, for be- 
ing an Arminian, had not been very acceptable to 
them, ſaid among themſelves They muſt now 
have an Independent, for the Preſbyterians were not 


ſound. 


Suppoling, however, he gets in, and fancying 
himſelf well ſettled in his Congregation, begins to 
publiſh, either in Print, or Preaching, or Conver- 
lation, ſome Opinions that are diſtaſteful to them; 
in ſuch a Caſe, *tis a Chance, if they are not for 


trying to eject him, and put another in his Place 


who ſhall come up to their own Standard; and ſome 
of the Orthodox Miniſters in the Neighbourhood 
ſhall be called in to give a Sanction to their doings. 
We hear, at every Turn, of ſome Caſes of this ſort, 
and are often obliged with Faithful Narratives 
thereof, | | | That 
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That they are not ſuch Enemies to all inguiſitory 
Forms of Tryal, as, from ſome of their Writings, 
they may ſeem to be, is pretty evident from the 
Care that is previouſly taken to be rightly informed 
of the Faith and Principles of their Candidates for 
the Miniſtry. It ſhould ſeem, by ſome Paſſages I 
have met with in their Writings, that theſe are re- 
gularly examined, not only as to their Learning, 
but to their Soundneſs alſo in the Faith. And Do- 
cCtor Calamy, in his ſhort Account of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters in England, tells us, they make, before they 
are ſolemnly ordained, a publick Confeſſion of that 
Faith in which they engage to make it their Buſineſs 
to inſtruft others, And this Confeſſion of their 
Faith we often fee accompany the Ordination Ser- 
mon, when it is publiſhed. I don't mightily like 
the Way. For, in theſe Forms, many Points of 
the greateſt Importance may be omitted, and, pro- 
bably, often are. And they maybe drawnup in ſuch 
general, ſuch ſliding, evaſive, and equivocating 
Terms, as ſhall impoſe upon the Congregation, 
and the Ordainer too, at only one hearing. And 
that this is not a mere Fancy and groundleſs Sugge- 
ſtion, appears from a Book, entitled, An Anſwer 
to Mr, Pierce's Weſtern Inquiſition, p. 27, 28, 40. 
where we are told of no leſs than five or ſix Gentle- 
men, all mentioned by Name, who ſeeming very 
found as to the Doctrine of the Trinity, in the Con- 
feſſions they made, at their Ordinations, afterwards 
appeared of different Sentiments, io the great Grief 
of ſeveral of their Ordainers, and that, this Practti ſe 
of Equivocation has been the Cauſe of moſt of the 
Trouble and Difficulty that the Miniſters have la- 
boured under. By this we may plainly fee, that their 
Method to prove the Faith of their Miniſters is not 
fo wiſe and effectual to anſwer the End, as Subſcrip- 
tion to certain and well known Forms. But be 
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that as it will; for that is not the Point I am now 
upon: But I am only obſerving, that they do im- 
poſe, upon all Perſons to be Ordained, this Teſt 
of their Faith and Orthodoxy. Iaſk now, Are not 
theſe Confeſſions of Faith Human Explications ? 
Are they not Forms of Mens deviſing ? Are ep 
expreſſed in the Words of Scripture, and in them only ? 
Every body ſees they are not. Do they not contain 
many Points, beſides the Scriptures being written 
by Inſpiration of Gd? And is there any Difference 
(I mean as to the Iniquity of the Thing) between 
giving in, or pronouncing publickly a Confeſſion 
of their Faith of their own compoſing, or, poſſibly, 
tranſcribed from others, and ſubſcribing to one of- 
tered by the Church ? If there be, pray tell me, 
wherein lies the Innocency of the one, and wherein 
the Iniquity of the other ? 

There is one Gentleman of great Name among 
the Diſſenters, and he is Mr. Chandler, who ſeems 
to have the moſt frightful Notions of Subſcription 
of any Writer I have yet met with. In his Ac- 


count, it is not only an unreaſonablè Thing, but 


pernicious to the Church of God, infamous in its 
Nature, unjuft, Antichriſtian, and almoſt every 
Thing that is bad, Now I would enquire, if he 
has never been concerned in the Ordination of any; 
and if he has, whether he did not exact ſuch Con- 
feſſions of the Ordained, but laid Hands on them, 
ſuddenly, upon their making only a general Decla- 
ration of their believing the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, and conſenting to the Doctrine of Chrif, 
as therein delivered, I would enquire too, if he 
himſelf. did not make ſuch a Confeſſion of his Faith, 
when he was ordained, I have Reaſon to think he 
did; becauſe J find Dr. Calamy, who ſays, as be- 
fore mentioned, their young Men who are Candidates 
for the Miniſtry, before e they are ordained, make a 

Con- 
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Confeſſion of their Faith, was the Ordainer of Mr. 


S. Chandler, whom ] ſuppoſe to be the Gentleman 
I am now writing of. And he, to be ſure, would 


not neglect what he ſays was the conſtant Practice 


of their Churches. And indeed I obſerve that the 
Doctor, in the Charge delivered to him, takes 
Notice, that he had taken of him all fitting Precau- 
tions, as to his future Conduct, by certain Promiſes 
he made about a few neceſſary Things. Here we have 
Mr. Chandler engaging himſelf, by certain Promiſes 


about ſome neceſſary Things, beſides {I preſume) the 


Scriptures being the Word of God, at his entring 
upon the Miniſtry, and to qualify himſelf for it. 
And *tis Pity thoſe Promiſes, and theſe neceſſary 
Things were not made publick, that we might have 
known what they were, how few, how many, and 
how neceſſary, which, in all likelihood, would have 
fhewn, in a ſtrong Light, the Inconſiſtency of this 
Gentleman's avowed Principles with his Practice. 

So then, upon the whole of the Matter, they, 
too, with all their Pretences to Liberty, have an 
Inquiſition of their own, (for fo, I think, they have 
chriſtned all Forms of Tryal concerning the Faith 
of Miniſters) and which all of them, Subſcribers 
and Non-Subſcribers, ſo far as appears, have agreed 
to ſubmit to, in order to explore the Conſciences, 
to ſift out the Faith of all Aſpirants to the Miniſtry, 
and be ſecure of it. 

But they not only exact * Confeſſions of Faith, 


t They not only exact Confeſſions of Faith of their Candidates 
for the Miniſtry, but ſomething of that Sort of all Communi- 
cants, unleſs Mr. Dorrington, who /ould know what their Prac- 


tiſes are, has miſinformed us. He ſays, 'They require of them 
who come to the Lord's Supper a Confeſſion of their Faith, which 


mult be given to the Paſtor at leaſt, and perhaps before ſome of 
the ruling Elders of the Church. So that, as great Enemies as 
they would ſeem to be to all Teſts of Orthodoxy, when in their 
ill Humour they are writing againſt the Eſtabliſh'd _— * 
WNnIc 
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(which are all one with Subſcriptions, ſaving only in 
Point of external Form) from their Miniſters, at 


their Ordination, but in Obedience to the Laws, 


do actualiy ſubſcribe the Articles, juſt as we do, to 
quality themſelves for officiating in any Congrega- 
tion for the Exerciſe of Religion. This, I dare 
ſay, is not generally known. It is commonly ſup- 
poſed that the Creeds and Articles of the Church 
of England are ſubſcribed only by the Clergy of the 
Church of England. But be it known to all the Peo- 


ple of Great. Britain, that there is not, in the King- 


dom, one Diſſenting Miniſter, who has complied 
with the Terms of the Toleration, but has ſolemnly 


ſubſcribed the Articles, bating three or four, which 


the / are excuſed from ſubſcribing, by reaſon the 
ſubject Matter of them is contrary to the profeſt 
Principles of Diſſenters, and has alſo ſubſcribed the 
three Creeds, (yes, the Athanafian, as well as the 
other) that they ought thoroughly to be received, and 
believed, and may be proved by moſs certain Warrants 
of Holy Scripture. The Act of Toleration (I have 
put in then Margin the enacting Clauſe) exprelsly 

| requires 


impoſing them, their own very Laity are not exempt from 


them. 


And be it farther enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That no 
Perſon Diſſenting from the Church of Eng/and in holy Orders, 


or pretending to holy Orders, nor any Preacher or Teacher of 


any Congregation of Diſſenting Proteſtants that ſhall make and 
ſubſcribe the Declaration aforeſaid, and take the ſaid Oaths at 
the General or Quarter Seſſions of the Peace to be held for the 
County, Town, Parts or Diviſion where ſuch Perſon lives, which 
Court, is hereby impowered to Adminiſter the ſame, and ſhall 
alſo declare his Approbation of and ſubſcribe the Articles of Relj- 
gion mentioned in the Statute made in the 13th Year of the Reign 
of the late Queen F/izabeth, except the 34th, 35th, and 36th and 
theſe Words of the 2oth Article, wiz. [ The Church has Power to 
* decree Rites and Ceremonies and Authority in Controverſies of 


Faith, and yet”] ſhall be liable to any of the Pains or Penalties 


mentioned in an Act made the 1 7th Year of the Reign of King 
| Charles 
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requires of them ſuch Subſcription, as a Condition 
of their being exempted from the Pains and Penal- 
ties of ſome former Acts; and they do, it is to be 
ſuppoſed, as the Law requires. And yet theſe 
Gentlemen, all the while, are writing, with as much 
Freedom, or with as noble and generous a Warmth, 


as they, doubtleſs, will call it, againſt Subſcription, 
as if they were under no manner of Obligation to 


ſubſcribe, and did nothing at all of that Nature. 
They fay, and Mr. Chandler, in particular, 

ſays, Subſcriptions have ever been a Grievance in 

the Church of God. And, doubtleſs, the making 


2 Confeſſion of their Faith, at their Ordinations, 


juſt in the Manner that they now, of themſelves, 


do, would have been, too, a Grievance, if it had 
been required by Law. But is it not an Iniquity, 


too, in his, and their Judgments ? A mere Grie- 
vance may, and ought, in ſome Caſes, to be ſub- 
mitted to. But will they ſubmit to a confeſſed Ini- 
quity ? Why, really they do. In their Reaſons 


Charles the zd, entitled“ An Act for reſtraining Non-Conformiſts 


from inhabiting in Corporations,” nor the Penalties mentioned in 
the aforeſaid Act made in the two and twentieth Year of his ſaid 


late Majeſty's Reign or or by Reaſon of ſuch Perſons preaching at 


any Meeting for the Exerciſe of Religion; nor to the Penalty of 
one hundred Pounds mentioned in an Act made in the 13th and 
14th of King Charles the ſecond, entitled, An Act for the Uni- 
* formity of publick Prayers and Adminiftration of Sacraments 
sand other Rites and Ceremonies ; and for eſtabliſhnig the Form 
of making, ordaining and conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
*© Deacons in the Church of England, for officiating in any Con- 
gregation for the Exerciſe of Religion permitted and allowed by 


this AR. | 


Provided always, that the making and ſubſcribing the ſaid De- 
claration and taking the ſaid Oaths, and making the Declaration 
of Approbation and Subſcription. to the ſaid Articles, in manner 
as aforeſaid, by every reſpective Perſon, or Perſons herein before- 
mentioned, at ſuch General or Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be then and there entered of Record at the ſaid 
Court, c. Oc. N 

, Hiiſtory of Per /ccution, p. 428. 
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for not ſubſcribing the Paper offered at Salters-Hall, 
they ſay, The Subſcription there inſiſted on is be- 
youd even what the Legiſlature itſelf requires of us. 
For the Legiſlature has thought fit to require only 
our once ſubſcribing ; and this being made a neceſſary 
Condition of exerciſing our Miniſtry, we ſhould be 
highly blameable to neglect that Work, by refuſing to 
comply with what is required of us, when we can do 
it with a ſafe Conſcience. But wwe have always thought 
that human Declarations of Faith were far from be- 
zng eligible, on their own Account, And in a Poſt- 
ſcript to their Advices, they farther fay, In ſome 


Points, and in ſome Caſes, we may, no doubt, ſub- 


mit to legal Demands, when yet we ought, by no 


means, to countenance it, where there is no Pre- 
tence of Authority. Here indeed, where they are 


ſpeaking of heir cwn Subſcribing to our Articles 


of Religion, they ſpeak ſomewhat tenderly againſt 


Subſcription. *T'1s only ſaid of it, that 'tis for 
from being eligible on its ewn Account, and what 
ought, by no means, to be countenanced ; which, 
yet, plainly imports, that they eſteem it a wrong 
and unwarrantable thing. But, at other Times, 
when their ſubſcribing is not thought of, or there 
is no Occaſion to make mention of it, they run 
riot upon it, repreſenting it (as I before obſerved) 
as a giving up of their Chriſtian Liberty, throwing 


Dirt upon the Scriptures, and ſapping the Founda- 


tions of the Reformation. Yet, all this, it ſeems, 


they can do with a ſafe Conſcience, when Law and 
Authority require it, and they can't exerciſe their 


Miniſtry without it. Nay, they ſhould think them- 


ſelves highly blameable, if they were to refuſe it. 
Theſe Principles, methinks, would as well juſtity 
or excuſe their Miniſterial Conformity to the Church 


of England. For, in that Caſe, it would be only 


ſay ing, that ** tho' ſubſcribing the Liturgy, and 
doing 
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e doing ſome other Things as neceſſary Conditions 
« of exerciſing our Miniſtry are far from being 
cc eligible on their own Accounts, and ought, by all 
Means, to be diſcountenanced, yet, as they are 


legally demanded, they may be complied with, 


« with a ſafe Conſcience, and we ſhould be highly 
c plameable to neglect the Work of the Miniſtry, by 
« refuſing to comply with what is required of us.” 


 Thele are your ſound and judicious Caſuiſts! Theſe 


your conſiſtent Proteſtants ! Theſe your Friends of 
Liberty! Strange! that Gentlemen, who, in other 
Caſes are ſo fond of Liberty, as to declare, they will 


not ſubmit to any Terms of Communion that are 


legally demanded, and hold it ſinful to comply with 
ſuch Things as they own to be indifferent in their 


Natures, becauſe they are impoſed by Authority, ſhould, 
in this Caſe, comply with what they declare to be 


unjuſtifiable, and infamous in its Nature, becauſe Au. 
thority impoſes it. | 
Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nodo ? 


Tis true, this is done to preſerve their ſuppoſed Uſe- 


fulneſs, and that good may come on't, But this will 


ſound ſtrangely in all Chriſtian and Proteſtant Ears. 
And therefore, *tis hoped, if they can't alter their 


Principles, they will their Practices, and if they 


continue of Opinion, that ſubſcribing is ſuch an un- 
warrantable Thing, they will openly refuſe it. But 
if they can't be brought to do that, the next wiſeſt 
Thing they can do is, to ſubſcribe and hold their 
Tongues, and ſay not a Syllable about it. 

This writing againſt Subſcription with Subſcrib- 
ing at the ſame Time, appears to me a moſt ſur- 
prizing Procedure. It is a perfect Riddle; and one 
knows not how to unfold it, unleſs it can be done 
by the Suppoſition of a double Doctrine, a vulgar 


and a ſecret Theology, the former to be delivered 
1 out 
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cut among the People, the latter to be kep? in for 
the Uſe and Inſtruction of a ſelect Number, ſuch as 
are initiated into their Myſteries. And as the an- 
tient Sages (unleſs Mr. Warburton be miſtaken) 
uſed to inculcate upon the People certain Principles 
and Doctrines which they did not believe themſelves, 


for their Utility, becauſe they were neceſſary to ſup- 
port a Civil Eſtabliſhment, ſo theſe, it may be 


thought, ſcatter Prejudices among our People a- 


gainſt Subſcription for their Tendency to over/hrow 


2 Religions one, all the while keeping up a regard to 


them among themſelves, that fo, they may preſerve 
ſome tolerable Order, Unity, and Purity in their 
own Churches. If this be their Policy, tis certain- 


ly right, and I cannot but commend them for be- 


ing ſo wiſe in their Generations. For the Exem- 
ption of the Clergy from all Obligation to ſubſcribe 
{if they could bur prevail to obtain it for us) would 


be as proper an Engine as can ever be employed for 


the Subverſion of the Eftabliſh'd Church, which 


ems to have been the Thing in View, for ſome paſt 
Tears. 
I ſhall diſmiſs this Subject, after remarking one 


or two Things concerning the Conduct of the 


Gentleman betore mentioned, in his Hiſtory of Per- 


ſecution, in regard to the Cauſe now before us. In 


that Book he has thought fit to beſtow a whole 
Chapter (which he ſeems to think no Digreſſion 


from his Subject) againſt Subſcription. But all the 
Way, ſpeaks of it as a ſlaviſh and corrupt Practice, 
which the Church and her Clergy alone had any 
concern in. The Clergy (lays he p. 432) of the 


Church of England are bound to ſubſcribe the. 


XXXIX Articles, Is there any Difference between 
Subſcribing XXXIX and XXXV Articles and a 


Half, as all the Diſſenting Miniſters are obliged to 


do? But not a ſingle bie! is ſaid, nor the leaſt 
| Fint 
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Hint given, here or elſewhere, that I can find, 
of that, And fo, all the Imputations he was a- 
bout faſtening upon Subſcription were to fall, in 
their full Weight, upon the Church only. Is it 
poſſible to think that a Gentleman of his con- 
feſſed Acuteneſs and Capacity could write a Chap- 
ter againſt Subſcription, of twelve or thirteen 
Pages, (beſides what he has ſcattered, up and down, 
in his Book) without calling to Mind, that he and 
his Brethren were concerned, as well as we, in this 
Affair of Subſcription, and as much intereſted in 
the Defence and Juſtification of it ? If the Reader 
is ſo charitably diſpoſed as to think he might, and 
probably did do fo, I am content. But for my own 


Part, as I ſhould be loth to be found deficient in 


real Charity, ſo I would not be willingly remarked 
for a fulſome Aſfectation of it; and, therefore, make 
no Difficulty to declare, that, to me, it does not 
ſeem likely, that ſuch a Man as Mr. Chandler, who 
feems (it muſt be ſaid) pretty much awake, 
whenever he ſets Pen to Paper, ſhould be ſo very 
unreflecting, as not once, from Beginning to End, 


to call it to remembrance, that he, and his Brethren 


were Subſcribers, as well as we. I ſhould rather 

think it would be continually running in his Head, 

and he would not know how to get it out. 
Then again, not content with loading the Clergy 


with the Charge of mere ſubſcribing, (which, in 


his Opinion, is heavy enough) he , have it, that 


their Subſcriptions are fraudulent and evaſive. Tt 


muſt be, (he ſays Pag. 435) by ſome ſuch Evaſions 


| fas he had before mentioned) that Arians ſubſcribe 


to Athanaſian Creeds, and Arminians to Principles of 
rigid Calviniſm, This the Clergy have been, again 
and again, reproached with, even by the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity. Yes, we know it, the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity and the Writers on the Diſſenting Side 

| have 
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84 ND 
have commonly, of late Days, joined together, in 
their Reproaches and Praiſes of the ſame Perſons. 
And am ſerry to ſay it (continues he) they have 
not been able to wipe off the Scandal from themſelves. 
Did he not now ##0w, or did he forget, or, I aſk a- 
Gain, would he have had it been concealed, that the 
iſſenting Miniſters, who are ail Subſcribers, are, 
ſome of them, Arians (more, I dare ſay, in Pro- 
portion) and many of them Arminians (if they muſt 
be ſo called) as well as our Clergy ? And have they 
been able to wipe off the Reproach of Subſcribing 
Athanafian (as he, with Mr. J/ziſton loves to call 


them, inſtead of Catholic) Principles, and rigid 


Calviniſtic ones, if indeed our Articles were ſuch ? 


In another Place, p. 69, he aſks, Do all the Clergy 


really believe, that the Fault and Corruption of the 
Nature of every Man does in every Perſon born into 
the World deſerve God's Wrath and Damnation, that 
good Works acceptable to 
God, without the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing 
2s , that Works done without the Inſpiration of the 


Spirit are not pleaſant to God, yea, that they have 


the Nature of Sin. Or rather, do not the Generality 
of thoſe who ſubſcribe them, if they put any Senſe 
upon them at all, raw them a little aſide, and put 
their own Comment upon them ? + Not that he 
knows; or, if they do, the Diſſenting Miniſters 
may be ſuppoſed to do the ſame. For he and every 
body knows, theſe are no diſtinguiſhing Points be- 
tween Churchmen and Diſſenters, and the one is 
as like as the other to be diſſatisfied about them. 
And that Mr. Chandler knows one Diſſenter, at 
leaſt, who really is fo, and when he ſubſcribed 
them, if he put any Senſe at all upon them, drew them 
a little aſue, and put his own Comment upon them, 
we have pretty good Evidence 1n this Place. 


After all, conſidering the heavy Charges brought 
CE 
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by this Gentleman, and ſo many of his Brethren, 
againſt pra prey it is almoſt uncharitable to 
| ſuppoſe that they do ſubſcribe, as by Law they 
are bound to do, and one would really ſuſpect, that 
they neglect or evade it, and take the Benefit of the 
Toleration, without complying with the moſt eſſen- 
tial Condition of it. But this is a Subject too nice 
and delicate for my handling: And, therefore, 
here J reſolve to break off, leaving the intelligent 
Reader for the reſt to his own Reflections. 
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| ERRATA. 

Pug. 23. J. 21. inſtead of themlelves, read them. 
Pag. 37. J. 25. inflead of ſupend, read —_— 
Pag. 43, J. 6. inftead f laſt, read taſt. 
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Bobs Fred for D. ' Davrs. 


: 1 LETTER to a ; Gendemar ien dag from Ae cher 
of England, concerning the Lives of Churchmen and 
Diſſenters. Wherein Dr. Watis's Book, entitled An humble At. 
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tempt towards the Revival of Practical Religion among Chriſtians, ' 


ſo as relates to this Subject, is largely examined; and the 
erf Argument {or Prejudice] ariſing from the ſappoſed or real 4 


Lives of Dis$enTERs, oo favour of their Churches, is 
ition. 


ſecond LET TEA to a Gentleman diſſenting from the Church | 


of England ; wherein the great and popular Pleas of Diſſenters a- 


gainſt Communion with the Church are refuted, and reflected back 
# Jobn 6, College, Cambridge. The Second Edition. 


: of 3 themſelves. By Joun Wyre, B. D. Sometime Fellow 
St | 


A Waczribe of els Dvernanent, Duficiae. and Wor- 


ſhip of the Church of England, eſtabliſn'd in che Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, againſt the injurious Rel ns of Mr. Neal, in his 


late Hiſtory of the Paritans. Toget 


falſe Quotations and Miſtakes in — 


Rev. Father in e, Lord We of Worceſter. Octavo. 
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